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PHONES PBX : (033)

2654-5391 2654-5700 RAMAKRISHNA MATH
2654-8494 2654-5701 P.O. BELUR MATH, DIST. HOWRAH
2654-9581 2654-5702 WEST BENGAL : 711 202
2654-9681 2654-5703 INDIA

E-MAIL . president@rkmm.org

WEBSITE : www.belurmath.org

MESSAGE

I am glad to learn that Purulia Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith
Alumni Association will be celebrating its 20 Reunion on 19™ and 20™
November 2022 and a souvenir ‘Abhyudaya’ will be published to

commemorate the occasion.

While discussing the noble attitude of selfless service Swami
Vivekananda said, “In the world take always the position of the giver. Give
everything and look for no return. Give love, give help, give service, give
any little thing you can, but keep out barter. Make no conditions, and
none will be imposed. Let us give out of our own bounty, just as God gives
to us.”; “Do you ask anything from your children in return for what you
have given them? It is your duty to work for them, and there the matter
ends. In whatever you do for a particular person, a city, or a state, assume
the same attitude towards it as you have towards your children-expect
nothing in return. If you can invariably take the position of a giver, in
which everything given by you is a free offering to the world, without any
thought of return, then will your work bring you no attachment.

Attachment comes only where we expect a return.”

May by the grace of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri
Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda the programme and the publication

be a grand success!
I convey my good wishes to all.

O

Belur Math (Swami Smaranananda)

28" November, 2022 President






Phone No. 033-2654-5700/5701/5702
Fax : 91-033-2654-4346
E-mail: prabhananda@rkmm.org

RAMAKRISHNA MATH
(The Headquarter)
PO. BELUR MATH, DIST. HOWRAH

Website : WWW.belurmath.org WEST BENGAL : 711202. INDIA

MESSAGE
28.10.2022

I am happy to learn that the 20th Reunion of the ex-
students of the Purulia Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith will be
held at the Vidyapith premises on the 19™ and 20™ day of
November 2022.

You must be aware that now-a-days I am keeping indifferent
health and so I will not be able to attend the programme in
person.

I am very delighted to hear that the centre will be releasing
the souvenir Abhudaya in the inaugural function of the Reunion
on 19 November 2022.

I wish the Reunion and the release of the souvenir all
success.

May the Holy Trio bless all those associated with the
activities of the centre and inspire them to become enlightened
citizens dedicated to realising the New India envisioned by Swami
Vivekananda.

—— ORI

(Swami Prabhananda)
Vice President

Sri Sanjoy Chatterjee
Purulia Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith Alumni Association






RAMAKRISHNA MATH
( The Headquarters )
P.O. BELUR MATH, DIST. HOWRAH
WEST BENGAL : 711202
INDIA

Phone PBX :

(033) 2654-1144 / 1180

(033) 2654-9581 / 9681

FAX : (033) 2654-4346

Email : mail@rkmm.org
Website : www.belurmath.org

Message

| am pleased to learn that Purulia Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyapith Alumni Association is organizing its 20" Reunion

at the Vidyapith premises on 19 7 20 November. 2022.

Prayers to Sri Sri Thakur, Sri Sri Maa and Swamiji Maharaj

for the success of the function.

Belur Math (Swami Suhitananda)
24.10.2022 Vice President






Phone PBX :

(033) 2654-1144 / 1180
(033) 2654-9581 / 9681

FAX : (033) 26544346

Email : .org
Website : belurmath.org

Dear Sri Sanjay Chatterjee,

RAMAKRISHNA MATH
( The Headquarters )
P.O. BELUR MATH, DIST. HOWRAH
WEST BENGAL : 711202
INDIA

Message

Belur Math
28-10-2022

Glad to know that Purulia Vidyapith Alumni Association is going to publish the
Souvenir “Abhudaya” on 19 November 2022.
Other than |18 314 8 WK AT have no other ‘message’.

With love and best wishes,

Sd-

Swami Bhajanananda
Vice President
Ramakrishna Mission
Belur Math, Howrah







RAMAKRISHNA MISSION
(The Headquarters)
P.O. BELUR MATH, DIST. HOWRAH
WEST BENGAL : 711202
INDIA

Phone PBX :

(03312664-1144+1186
(033) 2654-9581 / 9681

FAX : (033) 2654-4346

Email : mail@belurmath.org
Website : www.belurmath.org

AT
MESSAGE

I am glad to learn that Purulia Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyapith Alumni Association is going to organize the 20th
reunion on 19 and 20 November 2022 and a souvenir
‘Abhyudaya’ will be published to commemorate the occasion.

Swami Vivekananda once remarked, “The faculty of
organization is entirely absent in our nature, but this has to be
infused. The great secret is absence of jealousy.” It is wonderful
that the Alumni Association of Purulia Vidyapith is holding the
reunion in regular intervals which will give a scope to pass on the
message of Swamiji to all the alumni and help them to achieve the
goal envisioned by him.

Many brilliant boys that the Institute has produced over the
years have been well established in the society. Hopefully, the
reunion will provide ample opportunities to inspire them to join
hands and work together to provide assistance in the development

of their alma mater and in addition serve the poor and needy.

May Sri Sri Thakur, Sri Ma and Swamiji Maharaj shower
their blessings profusely on all those associated with Purulia
Vidyapith.

S e "
(Swami Suvirananda)
Date: 29 October 2022 General Secretary






RAMAKRISHNA MISSION VIDYAPITH
P.O. VIVEKANANDANAGAR, DIST. PURULIA-723147
(A branch centre of Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, Howrah, W.B. 711202)
Phone : 9609535336, 6297283340, 7584931517, 7547964485
e-mail: rkmvpurulia@gmail.com / purulia@rkmm.org ; website: www.rkmvpurulia.in

MESSAGE

It is joy unspeakable to welcome the Ex-students of this noble
institution to the holy premises of their Alma Mater on the occasion of the 20"
Reunion. This cordial invitation besides bearing the traditional warmth has got
something that may appear maiden about it as this is an earnest call from the
depth of the heart of an alumnus.

In inviting them I find an opportunity to express our sincerest gratitude
to them for the way they stood beside us during the COVID-19 crisis. What is
more inspiring for Purulia Vidyapith is that the Ex-students have always risen
to the occasion and contributed to the development of this institution. This
oneness in love with this institution makes us proud and stands as a glaring
evidence to the success of education imparted here.

May the students and their families remain in peace and joy is my
fervent prayer to Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother & Swami Vivekananda.

AR AP
28 October 2022 (Swami Shivapradananda)
Secretary
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Gone with the wind
Subrata Chakrabarty (1981)
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Our Vidyapith

Swapan Bandyopadhyay (Former Teacher)

On this barren remote land
Ushered in a dawn of hope
Reflecting rays of Ideal grand,
Vistas opened ample scope.

In this serene, serving place
Divinity dispels doubt — duress,
Yon peeps the aura of space,
Always prompts for right progress.
Purity — Practice — Prayer mould
Inspires growth of selfless go,
Together in Love and Spirit bold
Humbly tread to steal the Show.




Review of “‘Esecho Jyotirmoy’
Md. Anwarul Haque (Teacher)

oetry writingisanartonly afew can master. Itrequires
qUTTR TSR a poet to have insight and be a keen observer. A poet
translates his observations and thoughts into well-set
“ lines which become poetry. The lines contain the emotions
S and surging feelings of the poet. Robert Frost has said once
that, “Poetry is when an emotion has found words.” A poet
banks on the power of vocabularies. He uses the words to
express his feelings and emotion, which he gathers from
his surroundings and arranges them in quietude. William
Wordsworth expresses this feeling very beautifully,
“...It takes its origin from emotion recollected in tranquility.”
T R A Shri Swapan Kumar Bandyopadhyay, popularly
known as Swapan-da to one and all, has the power and
energy of a keen observer and is an obedient disciple of nature. He has a heart
of a child and energy of an untiring soul. He is a man full of positivity. Besides
all these extraordinary qualities, he is a poet par excellence. He has to his credit
innumerable poems and especially acrostic ones. It is a kind of poem whose first
letters of each line, when read downward, make the title. He in fact inherited it
from his late father Shri Sailendra Kumar Bandyopadhyay, who himself was also
a poet of great repute.

Swapan-da presented a book entitled, “ESECHO JYOTIRMOY”, which is a
collection of poems in Bengali and English. He is a great devotee of SRI THAKUR-
MA-SWAMIJI and teaches the message of the trio. Swami Suprananda Maharaj
has opined that “He taught English at Vidyapith and preached Swamiji-Ma-
Thakur literally through his words and deeds.” (p.101). The lines of the poems are
true and refined expressions of a devoted poet. This fact is attested by Sri Mahesh
Prasad Mishra, who opines that “It is obvious that the lines composed are but
a spontaneous expression of a candid heart that merges deep into the ever free
Soul.” (from back cover page of the book). His impressive teachings have inspired
the young minds, especially students, to be ardent and aggressive followers
of Swamiji. The following lines from his book are the reflections of his love for
Swamiji. “Second to none, at the top—,/ Welcome note to awaken play,/ Ask to advance
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Review of “Esecho Jyotirmoy’ of Shri Swapan Kr. Bandyopadhyay

without stop,/ Making man to try and pray. Invigorate the weak in gloom,/ Joy for ever in
hearts may bloom—,/ Invincible spirit in zeal must fume.” (p.114).

His poems clearly emit a message to be brave and fearless like Swamiji. He
says that, “Hail thou blend of heart, head, hand!/ Endow man with boldness great,/ Odds
and ill may brave we straight.” (p.117). He further says that, “Inspires children to
be heroes, /Encourages to become brave, sincere, selfless, pure and true,/Enlarge vision,
positive, views.” (p.116). Our mother India, even after her independence, requires
selfless and tireless young men to consolidate her further. Swapan-da expresses
this dynamic thought in the following lines. “Peerless love you bore in heart; / Awaken
Nation from deep,/ To raise the people did you dart,/ Ignite the robust zeal.” (p.116). The
poet through his poem has stressed the invoking and appealing ideas of Swamiji
on man-making and character-building. He unfolds Swamiji’s ideas as, “Able, agile,
serving self,/ Gearing up to move inside,/ Chariot grand will forward go, /’Help not fight’
will make his guide,/ Rays of love and trustfulness,/ Aura of selfless feel will do—,/ Novel
training, lesson true—,/ Godly self beams cosmic blue.” (p.143). He, a staunch follower
of Swamiji, believes firmly in his ideology and preaches the same to people about
love and selfless service that Swamiji stands for. He, being a good teacher, orator
and beyond doubt an able administrator, asserts the dictum of Swamiji that, “Love
is the law of life.” In this regard, he sums up this soaring idea in his poem that,
“Love that knows no condition,/ or that does not know return—, /Embracing, rolling,
serving trait, /Leads men all from dark to light. / Loving kinship causes thrill, / In love all
the feelings merge./Fathomless is love’s deep sea—,/Elevates life, emanates glee.” (p.142).
He further says that, “Love upon man as God in frame,/ Overwhelmed feel in empathy,
love—,/ Imbibe broadness, love for all, / Solemn, sacred spirit till, / Fathomless being your
love for man, / Embolden your zealous span.” (p.153).

Swapan-da has stuck to the high ideology of Swamiji's selfless service to
humanity. He is a matchless social worker and he is attached to uncountable social
organizations where he serves men as God. He has expressed this noble and kind
idea in the following lines, “Serving man in real zeal,/ Earns for one divine bliss—, /
Imbued with the selfless zest, /Candid serves bubble in glee, Extract out from within the
best—,/ Tussles win and come out free,/ oozes out deep love for man, / melts the heart in
cosmic feel,/ Inspired feel the man who serves,/ Sure to get a divine touch, Inner self makes
ceaseless hay,/ clearly feels what man does need, / On serving god in man one feels, / Divine
joy and virtue reels.” (pp.154 &-155). Swamiji dreamt of a materially and spiritually
dominating and successful India. He had firm faith in each and every Indian soul
for her prosperity and development. He once said, “Each soul is potentially divine.”
The poet has reflected Swamiji’s lofty and rare idea in his poem, “Cheer he gets in
zeal to serve—, Heart and head in zest does build, / Untiring spirit man thus gets, / Love’s
lap lists lingering flow, / In man dazzles Supreme Soul, / Nonchalant the self-divine—, /
Eager to trace a selfless mine.” (p.156). To make India a bright and powerful country,
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we must accept our duty as worship. He has beautifully moulded Swamiji's ideas
in his poem. “Work is what man does with zeal, open mind will help advance--,
Indeed work turns worship--, Sublime, solemn, people feel —Spirit of service,
calmness grow, Hearty traits develop all.” (p.155).

This book contains 158 pages having two sections i.e., Bengali and English.
There are 75 Bengali and 75 English poems. The front cover has a full photo of
Swamiji and beside him the rising sun with its beautiful beams on the flowing
water of the sea. It was published and printed by Nanritam, Kolkata and Modern
Press, Purulia respectively. This book is dedicated to Swami Lokeshwarananda
Maharaj. Swami BalabhadranandaMaharaj is the cause behind the existence of this
book. He had in fact gifted Swapan-da a diary and urged him to compose a poem
daily in it. Hence, his inspiration resulted in a form of book which we have in our
hands today. The cost of the book is affordable for all. I appeal to students to get a
copy to dive deep into Swamiji’s thoughts through the poems of Swapan-da.
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Humanistic Training in Writing and

Renaissance Pedagogy
Dr. Niranjan Goswami (1976, Madhyamik)

centuries, whom we call humanists, were preoccupied with the teaching of

writing orations or literary compositions or letters in an elegant way. In their
teaching of the trivium, or the three propaedeutic disciplines of grammar, rhetoric
and logic, they were committed to nurture and develop in their students a love for
elegant expression and refined style in speech and writing. But the seven liberal arts,
i.e. the trivium and the quadrivium entered the western tradition through the early
fifth century Martianus Capella’s Marriage of Philology and Mercury. Scholastics and
humanists alike used this framework of arts course as an ideal frame of reference.
Not only that, the medieval traditions of ars arengandi, ars versificatoria, and ars
dictaminis also taught some kind of rhetoric and composition. The medieval
grammatici were quite strong a pedagogical force in their own way. In the present
essay, therefore, I will try to trace how some of the major humanists were effective
in bringing about a change in the arts course through their reform in rhetoric and
dialectic so that the ‘humane studies’ through gradual adjustments in syllabus and
teaching practice tended to be most importantly a teaching of writing. Such an
excessive engagement with writing problems could not but have influenced the
Renaissance authors, many of whom had a literary training in grammar schools
and universities where the precepts of humanist writing were taught.

Itis acommonplace tosay thateducational reformersin the fifteenth and sixteenth

Rudolph Agricola:

The humanist dialectician who was responsible for major academic re-orientation
in favour of writing was the Frisian scholar Rudolph Agricola. He studied Latin
and Greek for ten years in Italy. Unlike the Italian humanist Lorenzo Valla, who
was some sort of revolutionary in his views of dialectic and therefore was strongly
resented by the establishment, Agricola was widely accepted and his De inventione
dialectica remained a text for logic replacing Peter of Spain’s scholastic manual in
European universities for a long time. Agricola, however, accomplished a silent
revolution by giving priority to topical invention over judgement or disposition, i.e.
the part of logic which was concerned with the theory of proposition, syllogism and
their arrangement. His detailed discussion of the process how arguments should
be generated from the different topical heads promoted a practice of dialectical
invention in literary writing. He was a pioneer in giving literary examples of
invention and showed how literary texts could be dialectically analysed. In both
of these he was later followed by Ramus. His technique of a dialectical reading
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that uncovers the argumentative structure of an oration has been exemplified
in his dialectical and rhetorical commentary on Cicero’s oration De lege Manilis.
Besides this new approach Agricola’s logic was further a curiosity being delicately
balanced by such parts of rhetoric as status theory, exposition, the handling of
emotions, and disposition of an oration.

Aphthonius’s Progymnasmata

The second volume of Alardus’s Cologne (1539) edition of Agricola contains a
series of teaching works associated with a graded programme of instruction in
the liberal arts. It contains Agricola’s translation of Aphthonius’s Progymnasmata
to which Alardus added his own commentary and Priscian’s Latin version of
Hermogenes’s work of the same name. The volume also includes fragments of
a commentary by Agricola on Seneca’s Declamationes, and some of Agricola’s
important and influential orations and letters including the essay-letter De
formando studio lucubrationes. This last work is supposed to have provided a
blueprint for humanistic teaching practice including much ‘Erasmian’ features as
commonplaces and notebooks. Agricola as mediated by Alardus and praised by
Erasmus effectively set an ideal of a self-sufficient programme of the liberal arts.

The narratio (illustrated story) of Venus and Adonis in Aphthonius:

The exercises in Aphthonius aimed at producing a routineness of imaginative
writing by reducing its variety systematically to a sequence of specified types of
verbal composition, including both narrative forms and argument forms.The types
were mainly chreia, or the ethical issue, maxim, encomium, ethopoeia, and ekphrasis.
Each type will gradually become second nature to the student and will shape
his public speech. As example of Agricola’s Aphthonius being used for such a
purpose I may mention Edward VI's student exercises, as represented by T.W.
Baldwin. Sometimes in Elizabethan literature traces of such Aphthonian exercises
in writing may surface. I wish here to quote an example discussed by Lisa Jardine.
In Aphthonius the second example is the imagined narrative with illustrative
point or the narratio. The example in the text considers the way in which the beauty
of the rose brings to mind the “wound’ of Venus — her love for Adonis and her
subsequent grief at his death:

“If anyone marvels at the beauty of the rose, let him consider with me the wound of
Venus. The goddess loved Adonis, while Mars loved the goddess... Mars, in envy of Adonis,
decided to kill him, thinking that his death would be the only remedy for (the goddess’s)
love. When Adonis was struck down, and the goddess has learnt of this, she rushed to his
aid; and having in her haste chosen a path that led through rose bushes, she encountered
their thorns, and grazed her heel. The blood which flowed from the wound changed the
colour of the rose. That is how the rose, initially white was transformed in colour to that

which we now know.”
o @)
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Succinctness, simplicity and emotional compactness of the narratio are to be
emulated by the student. As if it were not enough, Alardus adds to this Politian’s
version of the same narratio. Quoting the following stanzas from Shakespeare’s
“Venus and Adonis’ Jardine reads an Aphthonian/Agricolan influence in them:

Even as the sun with purple colour’s face
Had ta'en his last leave of the sleeping morn,

Rose-cheek'd Adonis hied him to the chase;
Hunting he lov'd, but love he laugh'd to scorn.

Sick-thoughted Venus makes amain unto him,
And like a bold-fac'd suitor “gins to woo him.

“Thrice fairer than myself’, thus she began,
‘The field’s chief flower, sweet above compare;

Stain to all nymphs, more lovely than a man,
More white and red than doves or roses are:

Nature that made thee with herself at strife,
Saith that the world hath ending with thy life.

‘Purple-color'd” (In Elizabethan English “purple” often meant a colour ruddier
and brighter than in modern usage... Shakespeare often uses it of blood’), ‘rose-
cheek’'d’, “‘More white and red than doves and roses’, must surely remind the
sixteenth-century schoolroom-product, drilled on Agricola’s Aphthonius, that
Venus’s infatuation is doomed, just as her rose is doomed to change from white
to red. The kind of ‘readiness’ these exercises give the student is readiness of
expression and readiness of expectation: the ability to select, and to anticipate the
right turn of phrase, the appropriate commonplace reference point for a given
(typical) occasion. “‘Exemplary’, in this context, taken on the specific meaning of
‘forceful and emotionally compelling because all-too-well-known.’

This reminds us of Milton’s use of the myth of Thammuz and Astarte (Syrian
transformations of Venus and Adonis) in Paradise Lost, Book 1. But there it is not the
rose that changes colour but the river that turns red. I quote this all-too-familiar
passage for the sake of present convenience:

“...Thammuz came next behind,

Whose annual wound in Lebanon allured

The Syrian damsels to lament his fate

In amorous ditties all a summer’s day,

While smooth Adonis from his native rock

Ran purple to the sea, supposed with blood

Of Thammuz yearly wounded....” (Paradise Lost, Bk. 1, 445-452)
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I do not suggest that Milton was guided by the same passage in Aphthonius/
Agricola, though he was no less a product of humanist education. But it is likely
that he was familiar with the complex nebula of Renaissance myth and might have
stored it away in memory or in his Commonplace Book for future use. We also
note Milton using the same word ‘purple’ in connection with blood as Shakespeare
often did. Doubtless the two authors were working under the literary compulsions
and propensities of similar kind.

Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus: Writing Exercises:

The different kinds of exercises that a student should routinely perform were laid
down by Erasmus in his De ratione studii (1511). As his prescriptions remained highly
influential for the next hundred years or more it is worth quoting at some length:

“The form of the exercises can generally be as follows: At one time he should set out the
subject-matter of a short but expressive letter in the vernacular which is to be construed in
Latin or Greek or both. On another occasion he should set a fable, on another a short but
meaningful narrative, on another an aphorism composed of four parts, with a comparison
between each of the two parts or with an accompanying reason attached to each. At one
time the adducing of proofs should be dealt with in its five parts, at another the dilemma in
two, at another what is called expolitio or refinement should be developed in its seven parts.
Sometimes, as a prelude to rhetoric, the pupil should deal with one of the parts separately.
Aphthonius has written rhetorical exercises of this sort. Sometimes they ought to deal
with praise, censure, mythology, simile, comparison; sometimes with a figure of speech or
description, division, impersonation, rhetorical question and answer, signification. They
should be reqularly instructed to turn verse into prose, and at different times to put prose
into verse. From time to time they should imitate in vocabulary and style a letter of Pliny or
Cicero. Sometimes they should express again and again, the same proposition in different
words and style. Sometimes they should vary the expression of the same proposition in
Greek and Latin, in verse and prose. Sometimes they should express the same proposition
in five or six kinds of metre which the teacher has prescribed. Sometimes they should recast
the same proposition in as many forms and figures as possible.”

Peter Ramus and his Dialectic:

The French humanist Peter Ramus rose to great fame as well as notoriety because
of his participation in academic politics and polemics. His reforms in dialectic and
rhetoric had far-reaching influence and were accepted in most Protestant countries.
For us he is important because he intimately linked the teaching of dialectic and
rhetoric with good literature. The influence of Ramus’s logic on literature is
manifold; Ramus’s theory of method, dialectical and rhetorical analysis of texts,
his views on Ciceronian style, his own analysis of Cicero’s speeches — all affected
in some way or other the literary men of his time. Here we will discuss only one of
his classroom exercises — that of analysis and genesis.
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For Ramus analysis is a kind of exercise in reading a literary text:

“[It is]... the examination of our own or others’ examples in which invention and
composition are to be looked into... In logic analysis is the marshalling of the arqument,
enunciation, syllogism, method, in short of the whole art of logic, as it is prescribed in the
First Book of Analytics [of Aristotle].”

The Ramist method of analysis which is a way of didactically operating upon
a text became immensely popular and such relentless exercises taught men how
to extract arguments from a text and trace the places from which these arguments
were derived; what were the syllogisms involved in the arguments and how they
were finally methodically arranged in the text. The complementary exercise of
genesis was also called compositio. This exercise aimed at imitation of the method
of an author and finally moving out to greater freedom of expression.

“Genesis is not the study of given examples as analysis is, but is rather the making of a
new work. This exercise follows the one and the same way of writing and teaching. Now, in
writing, the first and easiest way is imitation. Hence we must look carefully too whom we
imitate... But next we must strike out for ourselves, and take our independent arguments
from popular daily affairs close to ordinary life; then draw the causes, effects and other
genera of the available arquments from the source of invention; and finally, make use of all
the rules of disposition with equal care, concluding now this way, now that way... “

By the second half of the sixteenth century, to be more specific, in the last
three decades Ramist texts were eagerly studied in most European universities.
In England whereas Cambridge was the hotbed of this new academic movement,
Oxford also could not escape its influence. For the next hundred years Ramist
studies would steadily pervade the world of letters in Europe and in New England
and the movement that started during Philip Sidney’s lifetime would continue to
be influential till the age of Milton.

In this essay I have touched upon some of the major reformers in educational
theory and tried to show how they were greatly concerned with the teaching of
writing in various forms.I do not claim to have discussed in detail the major types
of writing taught in the grammar schools like the theme, the essay, the declamation,
the letter or the disputation; instead my focus was on the theoretical aspects of
writing and the changes taking place therein. It will, however, be wrong to assume
that the scholastic genres like the question, the lecture, the disputation and the
declamation were completely replaced by the humanistic modes. Those continued
to be taught and written even in the seventeenth century — but they were then no

longer fashionable and had lost their original force.

1. Walter J. Ong, Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue: From the Art of Discourse to the Art of
Reason (Cambridge, Massacusetts: Harvard University Press, 1958); Chapter 6.

2. P.OKristeller, Renaissance Thought and its Sources (New York: Columbia University

Press,1979), Chapter 6.
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Autism Creates: An Inspirational Journey
Dr. Somnath Sengupta (1976, Madhyamik)

[Somnath is an alumnus of the 1976 Madhyamik batch. After graduating from IIT (Kharagpur), University
of South Florida, Tampa, USA, and then working at MIT (Cambridge, Massachusetts) he has had a successful
career in engineering entrepreneurship. One of his four children is in the autism spectrum; this made him
embrace the cause of upliftment of autistic children and their employment in the USA. In India he advises
similar organizations. Somnath has told his story in a matter-of-fact way, but we can discern the high passion
and commitment running below. — Niranjan Goswami]

n estimated 5,437,988
(2.21%) adults in the
United States have ASD. .

Of those people, it is safe to
assume that there are about 1 to m ®

2 million people of working age Autlsm creates
that are either underemployed Creating Amazing Achievements

or unemployed. With more

than 80% unemployment or Figure 1. The AUTISM CREATES® trademark signifies the
underemployment for adults positive attributes of adults with autism

with ASD, they are the least

employed of all disability groups, yet this community possesses skills desperately
needed in STEM fields and other fields. Superior visual discrimination ability
(i.e., pattern recognition), attention to detail, and unique approaches to problem-
solving are hallmarks of an Autism diagnosis.

With that clear need for employment and a son diagnosed with autism, Dr.
Somnath Sengupta set forth to apply his successful small business skills towards
creating opportunities for adults with autism. The autism spectrum includes
a variety of levels of competence and support required for succeeding. Under
the banner of AUTISM CREATES® (Figure 1) My Life Learning Center, (www.
mylifelearningcenter.org) founded in 2016 by Dr. Somnath Sengupta, focuses on
the training of these adults who are at the L2 and L3 levels (Figure 2). It is clear
that any employment opportunities available to Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
individuals are only truly accessible for adults at Level 1 on the ASD spectrum, the
mildest form of autism. In order to significantly impact the estimated 5.4 million
adults in the US with ASD, there is a need to develop a training program that can
address the adults at Level 2 and beyond; hence the focus of My Life Learning
Center.

The center is located in Ellicott City, Maryland, USA. Over the past six
years we have trained our students on sustainable life skills and job skills. They
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AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER
HIGH-FUNCTIONING AUTISM SEVERE AUTISM
LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3
LEVEL 1 Meeds substantial support Meeds very substantial
Needs support Patient’s social and Support
Patient's social and communication skills and Patient's social and
communication skills and repetitive behaviors are still communication skills and
repetitive behaviors are only obwviows to the casual observer, repetithve behaviors severely
noticeable without support. even with support in place. imipair daily life.

Figure 1. My Life Learning Center focuses on developing skills for Level 2
and Level 3 adults with autism.

include STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) skills, assembly skills,
laboratory skills, art, and screen printing. The objective of this training is to offer a
multitude of avenues of introducing these adults to a variety of skill development
paths to (a) understand their likes and dislikes and (b) develop on their likes while
making them familiar with the skills that they may not have thought of. We focus
on developing comprehension skills through a variety of ways while enhancing
their fine and gross motor skills. The services are habilitative in nature, meaning
that they should be focused on keeping,
learning or improving skills, and
functioning for daily living. We provide
the participant with opportunities, via
meaningful activities, for the participant
to acquire, develop, and maintain skills
to support functioning independently
on a daily basis and integrating into the
community. In addition to instruction
from qualified instructors, we also
encourage peer-to-peer learning amongst
our students (Figure 3).

The success of our training programs
has resulted in three microbusinesses that
are showcased at www.everylifeworks.
com. The students earn from the sale of
the art, screen printing of apparels, and
assembly of small electronic products. The
STEM training is focused for employment Figure 1. Peer-to-peer learning is
in other high technology businesses. The ~encouraged at My Life Learning Center
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training program has received multiple awards from the community and from the
Washington DC/Maryland/VA press association.

How do we measure success? - We measure success qualitatively and
quantitatively. The quantitative measurements of the time to completion of a task
are perhaps the easier measures of progress. The higher standards of measure of
success seem to be the qualitive ones. At My Life Learning Center, we achieve
those by talking to the caregivers and the students to learn if they look forward to
coming to the center, how their attitudes are after their sessions. These are clear
indications of how these students are learning the skills. We also provide the
parents with tasks as “homework” to provide continuity of learning.

As part of our commitment for autism training in India, Dr. Sengupta is on
the advisory board of Neelakash AIU (Autism Intervention Unit). He advises the
founder on training skills for young students with autism. He also supports the
National Center for Autism (http://www.autism-india.org/) by procuring their art
products for sale in the USA. You are encouraged to visit the My Life Learning
Center website and contact Dr. Sengupta for further information if you are
interested to collaborate with him.

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/features/adults-living-with-autism-spectrum-disorder.html
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/most-college-grads-with-autism-cant-find-jobs-this-group-is-
fixing-that-2017-04-10-5881421
https://www.stairwaytostem.org/autism-and-stem-considerations-for-students-thinking-about-
careers/




Charaiveti: Keep Walking, Keep Moving

Aloknath De (1978)

vivid in my mind during the recent sojourn at the alma mater, RKMV

Purulia. The last visit was to receive the 1978 Madhyamik award and I
had a great sense of accomplishment that time. And the recent visit in April, 2022
was to give away the awards to the accomplishers in the annual prize-giving
ceremony. Then, it was the enthusiasm and aspiration of a sixteener. And now,
it is looking back and taking stock by an about-to-be sexagenarian. Nonetheless,
it is the Charaiveti mantra learnt in the school that still keeps us going, keeps us
moving. Our transcendental life in Mission has taught us how to ‘make the rest of
life as best of life’.

In the cradle of the mango trees, a beautiful clay-cladded pedestal gave us the
platform to address the youngsters—today’s striplings who grow to tomorrow’s
leaders.During the speech, I recapitulated many of cherished moments. After
securing the National Merit Scholarship from Govt of India, I opted for RKMV
Purulia as my choice school. It is extremely hard to express how the longing for
learning grew at the very first glance of SaradaMandir. But I can profess that, with
all the tutelage received then,the glow of learning is still radiant in my mind! In
today’s fast-changing world where continuous learning is of essence, Vidyapith
alumni survive and thrive wellin their lives.

It was heartening to hear the inaugural messages of our beloved Secretary
MaharajSwami Shivapradananda. My guest-in-chief address emphasized how
collaboration is important and possible amidstall kind of competitions. In fact,
coopetition is a skill that many CEOs pay a hefty fee to learn in later part of the life
whereas we practiced it so easily during our stay in Vidyapith. I used to review
essays in Bengali written by some English-medium students; and they did so for
English essays penned by me. I remember how, with limited resources, some of
us pooled books and had disjoint study time of a subject. That helped all of us to
benefit from a cluster of reference books and we did well in the school and board
exams.

Vidyapith has taught us the power of discipline. The cadence of events
throughout the day happening in a timely manner seems mundane, but thisserves
as the basis of habit formation. The interviews of successful people in different
fields have revealed that the discipline indeed is a common attribute in a majority
of them. It is the early morning chime to get up and make way towards prayer
hall. It is the cleaning of dorms and having the Dham competition results during
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the dinner time. It is the after-school bell to have the snacks and head for sports
activity. Being in Purulia, we had to endure the water-depleted summer months to
cold-blanketed winter months. At the end, we get a disciplined and resilient mind.

As they say, sound mind resides in a sound body. The early morning physical
training, in free hand as well as with lathi-and-dumbbells was a health-sustaining
ritual. Our 88-acre school campus has many playgrounds. And teams had sports-
on-rotation every afternoon —from cricket to hockey, from football to volleyball.
In fact, the volleyball has been my favourite one. A few students loved playing
indoor sports like table-tennis. The annual sports day had some record-breaking
performances and students have been extremely passionate about making their
platoon win. It is nostalgic to add that we had our share of win too for Subhas
platoon!

I'have rich memories of my four years of stay — Vidyapith is notjust about study,
it is about the holistic development. We took part in a plethora of extra-curricular
activities. Our hobby classes ranged from book-binding to lathe machines, from
tailoring to gardening et al. I fondly reminisce the debate contest that we have had
among class-9 and 10 students. The motion was: “India has not progressed enough
in last 30 years post-Independence”. I spoke against the motion with examples of
our great institutions, white and green revolutions, product-building like HMT
watch that I could proudly show to the audience. A memorable experience! In fact,
students could freelyparticipate from debate to drama, from elocution to essays in
English, Hindi and Bengali, of course.

Additionally, one thing that distinguishes Vidyapith is its strong focus on
foundational integrity and character building. Care for nature, respect for seniors,
thrust for values have been an integral part of our upbringings. I have had high
fever two days prior to my board examination and the care that I received could
not have been any better elsewhere! It is superfluous to add that the influence of
Vidyapith trinity of our time, the-then Secretary Swami Pramathananda’s vision,
the headmaster Swami Amarananda’s knowledge and the chief warden Swami
Putananda’s administration, has been enormous in our lives. Indian Culture was a
unique compulsory subject. The Headmaster Maharaj had mastery over multiple
languages. Once I was writing an essay about the river Ganges. I showed him the
draft and he helped me make it better; his knowledge has been profound. I would
say that it is the best piece in Bengali that I have written till date.

Though history chapters have given us the broader perspective of India, my
on-ground interaction with Indian people was more-or-less limited to Bengalis
thus far. Vidyapith gave us friends from Orissa, Bihar and also seven sister states
of theNorth-Eeast. We used to have a great time during the weekly programme
where we could show our performances in regional attires or sing a song in
respective mother tongues. Post graduation from school, our friends have spread
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out to vast expanse of India and even beyond
India. It will be hard for us to find out a
profession which none of our batch-mates
has embraced. Here are a few professions
where our friends have made an indelible
mark: from banking CEO to electronics CTO,
from film actor to product entrepreneur, from
school headmaster to nuclear scientist, from
medical doctor to high-court judge.

Let me conclude with a conundrum that
would be to surmise who we would have
become or what we would have achieved if
we were to subtract our Vidyapith life from
our traversed life. The vote of thanks for the
2022 prize-giving ceremony was given by
Shakti da who was our senior when I studied
class-11 and 12 at RKM Residential College,
Narendrapur. He ruminated about our hymn singing and my reading out Swami
Vivekananda’s teachings during the evening prayers. India has established
Swamiji’s birthday as National Youth Day and his crisp messages, undoubtedly,
are inspirational yet practical. As I wrap up this article, let me recollect five of
Swamiji’s quotes:

e All power is within you. You can do anything and everything.

¢ The highest manifestation of strength is to keep ourselves calm and be on our
own feet.

e IfIlove myself despite my infinite faults, how can I hate anyone at the glimpse
of a few faults.

* Ina conflict between the heart and the brain, follow your heart.

* Take risks in your life. If you win, you can lead. If you lose, you can guide.
The author is a 1978 Alumnus. Dr. De has been Corporate Vice-President of

Samsung Electronics, Korea and Chief Technology Officer, Samsung India.



Honour-bound with Vidyapith

Debasis Ray (1979)

business and industry. I had joined a company as a communications manager.

To toughen me up, the company placed me at a large factory of about 2000
employees as a Personnel Manager. One of the first assignments was to refurbish
the factory canteen’s kitchen rather urgently.

So, there I was interviewing a recommended vendor. At the fag end of the
conversation, which showed that the firm was capable, the owner tells me: “Jodi
kichhu dite-tite hoi, debo aapnaake (We are ready to pay you up)”. I went dumb for a
couple of seconds. Never before had one faced such a situation; neither has one
ever after. When I gathered myself, my response, as you would expect, was to ask
the individual to leave. We kept the kitchen as it is for several months, before we
found another agency.

Later that day when I played back that incident, I recalled a summer morning
in 1979. We had come to Vidyapith to collect our Madhyamik Pariksha marksheets.
Kalipada Maharaj (the Late Swami Putananda) was addressing us.

“Mone raakhbi, pithe chhap diye dilaam (We have pinned a Badge on you),” he told
us. Indeed, the six years, I spent at Vidyapith from 1973, comprised, at the hands
of the revered monks and revered teachers, iteration of and coaching in the values
that one had acquired in one’s family, through, in Swamiji’'s words, ‘man-making
education’.

It is over 40 years now that I left Vidyapith for the last time. But every day is
living yet another twenty-four hours, trying to honour that Badge, invisible to the
eye but felt in the heart.

How does one honour the Vidyapith Badge? I have interpreted it in my life as a
set of two practices. My batchmates too surely have in various other ways in their
respective contexts.

To me, the first is to be leading edge at one’s work and conduct. The result of
this practice is that one is entrusted with larger responsibilities, and one becomes
worthy of emulation. The second is deep and genuine concern for the people one
leads (colleagues), the people one serves (those whose custom we receive), and the
people one lives among (the community and the country).

I had studied in residential schools since Class III. Like the earlier ones,
Vidyapith disciplined me to be deadline-oriented, pay the minutest attention to
details, and always strive for perfection. As ajournalist and then as a communicator
for large and internationally renowned companies, more so now in the midst of
split-second social media, I have and live in a zero-mistake world. It is Vidyapith’s
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training which has stood me in good stead.

I recall Snehamoy Maharaj taught us the life of Jesus, the Christ, at the Indian
Culture class. Then he gave us a test. We wrote exactly what he told us, but I scored
a zero. When I expressed my angst, he said it was ‘Jesus, the Christ’ and not, as
I had written, ‘Jesus Christ’. That day I hated it, but today, after four decades of
being a professional, I realise that perfection in execution is a critical differentiator.

As leaders in our various walks of life we must have the concern to inculcate
others too with this pursuit of excellence. I at least try to do it. One is disliked at the
beginning and then admired when associates understand its import in their career.
In one team, I had recruited this youngster, for her potential. A couple of months
down the line, she proved she was bright but also required to be more focused on
minutiae. It took several months to hone her competencies. Eventually she moved
on. A year or more after that, one morning I received a message from her. She had
wished me. It was Teachers” Day.

As the expanse of one’s job grows, responsibilities increase. In my job, for about
two decades now, my responsibility, along with some other functional leaders, is
to protect and enhance an organisation’s reputation.

A few years back, in the organisation I was then in, some units of a product
malperformed. We were acting on it. But I thought our reputation demanded that
we did so with greater alacrity, and made that submission to our chairperson,
explaining lest what could be at stake. In a short time span, all the necessary steps
fell in place. My understanding of Vidyapith’s accent is that one must stand up for
what is right.

As a community, society, and country, we are often exasperated by the
experiences meted out to us. My sense is that our underlying angst is because of
the absence of morality, in every such situation, among people we interact with or
witness. In the world of business and industry, close to sixty per cent of reputation
issues worldwide are due to the conduct and character — the lack of it — of people.
It finds expression in their behaviour and work inside their organisations and with
stakeholders in the external world. In most cases, they stop short of shuttering
the organisation. It is because eventually individuals of character step in, correct
the deviations, and steer their ships back to the chosen course to the benefit of
all — those who work for them, those whose custom they earn, and the larger civil
society which has accorded them with the right to exist.

I count myself blessed that the foundation at Vidyapith continuously keeps
me sensitive to the difference, at times hazy, between right and wrong. It will be
displaying hubris to claim that one is infallible. But I can confidently say that one
is always steered by what is the honourable step to take — honourable in intent,
honourable in the means, and honourable in execution.

I was once in a conversation with a few individuals about my work. It led to a
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discussion on what have been and are my fundamental beliefs as a communications
chief of successive world-renowned organisations. Later, one of them, a friend for
a long time, said the others found me rigid.

When it comes to character-defining beliefs, I would rather be rigid than be
pliable. That is what Vidyapith and its Insignia — chhap — on me would exhort.

Debasis Ray

Batch of 1979

After five years as a journalist with The Telegraph, Kolkata, Debasis Ray became a corporate
communications professional. He has worked in and led public relations in reputed international
companies. A postgraduate in literature, Debasis enjoys history and poetry. He is at dero.ray@

gmail.com




A Musing
Mangsatabam Harekrishna, IAS (1980)

“If we teach today as we taught yesterday, we rob our children of tomorrow”
— John Dewey, American Philosopher and Educationist(1859-1952)

s we look around, duly supported by many empirical studies, it is evident
that the aspiration of today’s generation is changing. While there are

still many youths looking forward to steady and time-tested traditional
career choices like Medical, Engineering, Law, Management etc., there is almost an
equivalent number of youths who want to experiment with new-age career choices
like entrepreneurship, start-up, app development, system analysis, fashion, sports
etc. They are no longer satisfied with the monotonous 9-5 job especially in the
government sector where meritocracy perse does not prevail. There are numerous
success stories in both the main media and social media which are fuelling this
positive change.

Today’s youth are no longer shy to take risk and make themselves count.
One is reminded of the famous quote of Albert Einstein, a genius physicist and
philosopher and thinker who was critical of the existing education system and
wrote “Everybody is a genius. But if you try to judge a fish by its ability to climb
a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is stupid”. In other words, as each
individual is unique, the earlier notion of putting everyone in the same category,
comparing and judging is passé and no longer appropriate. In fact, today after
having been in the Government service for more than three decades, I sometimes
wonder-whether knowledge and skill matter because I keep rising in the hierarchy
anyway. On a lighter note it may be said that the power-point and excel sheet are
what counts and nothing else.

The learning one obtains in school and college is essentially limited and there
is a need for continuous knowledge and skill up-gradation. It is also said that IQ
(Intelligence Quotient) is what gets you a job but it is EQ (Emotional Quotient/
Emotional intelligence) which makes you successful. This essence has also been
captured in the NEP (National Education Policy), 2020 which lays down the concept
of “Life-long learning and learning how to learn” as one of its main objectives.
Much emphasis has been laid on critical thinking, creativity, problem solving,
innovation, life skill etc. There is undoubtedly a paradigm shift in the education
and employment sector and reminiscences of yesteryear days will enable better
appreciation of the same.

I would urge my friends and colleagues to remember and recollect the days
in 1970s, 1980s and early part of 1990s. Teachers, parents and books were our sole
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source of information and knowledge. There was no television (it made its foray
in Manipur during the 1982 Asian Games) or social media. In fact, landline phones
were the only telephones available with BSNL as the sole service provider and to
obtain a connection one had to submit an application and wait for a long time.
The same was the case for buying a vehicle, both two wheeler and four wheeler.
I also remember visiting the office of the Director, Civil Supplies with my father
for permit to buy MS rod and cement from the government authorized shops
— the days of so called “Permit Raj”. I will, however, refrain from passing any
value judgement for my intent here is to only highlight the journey that we have
traversed.

Today Information and knowledge seekers have been empowered with
numerous search engines like Google, Wikipedia et al. We see the changing roles of
teachers from the days of Gurukul to today’s Internet era. There are the print and
electronic media and also the social media which is connecting the world in a 24*x7
mode. (There is undoubtedly a case of information overload with vested interest
also pushing in misinformation and personal agenda to influence the gullible.)
The product life cycle is getting shorter and shorter. Some vivid examples are the
models of mobile phones and vehicles that comes in the market.

With the changing landscape of the material world, the mindset of people
is also changing. The youth are no longer keen to follow the profession of their
parents, especially in the primary sector like Agriculture and allied sector. They
want to innovate and experiment with new career choices which were even un-
thought of during our school and college days. In the above scenario the relevance
of the present day syllabus of school/college are being put to test. This essence has
also been rightly captured in the NEP 2020 and now focus is on LOCF (Learning
Outcome Curriculum Framework), CBCS (Choice Based Credit System) etc.

The learning that one gets especially in school will now have to focus on value-
based education and ability to keep learning continuously. (I remain ever thankful
to my alma-mater Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Purulia for the value-based
education that I have been blessed with). It is my belief that it’s in school where
value system is inculcated in an individual and the productivity is enhanced in
the HEI (Higher Educational Institutes). The changing landscape of job profile and
the knowledge and skill needed for the same is something (in most cases) which
requires to be acquired from time to time by adaptation. I will re-enforce this with
two famous quotes which needs no explanation.

“Education is not the learning of facts but the training of the mind to think.”

-Albert Einstein

“The illiterate of the 21* century will not be those who cannot read or write, but
those who cannot learn, unlearn and relearn.”

-Alvin Toffler, Author.
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To sum up, the world is changing and so is our youth. They aspire to be counted
in this ever shrinking global village where competition is no longer confined to the
locality. In case they are able to identify their core competency and goal, I would
urge them to chase them passionately. Those of you, who are yet to make up your
mind, heed the advice of parents and teachers, for they are your well-wishers. The
sacred mantra for success remains hard work, perseverance and focus with an
ability to keep upgrading one’s knowledge and skill.

The concept of Governance is also undergoing changes and the most important
question that remains today is — are the teachers ready to adapt to their changing
roles to stay relevant? As the afore-mentioned quote says if they continue teaching
today in the same manner as they taught yesterday, we will be robbing the students
of their future. A recent phenomenon that we saw was the emergence of Edutech
and On-line learning during the pandemic. Technological push in education
is there to stay with concepts like blended learning becoming buzz words. It is
evident that the teacher also needs to continue acquiring such new knowledge and
skills to deliver and stay relevant. As of today there is also a mismatch between
the degree holders that are being churned out and the skill needs of the industry.
The teachers do indeed have a great role to play to groom our future pillars for
tomorrow.

Pranam to all teachers.

The author is an IAS officer to the Govt. of Manipur.




Those Selfless Shepherds
of My Childhood

Debasis Chatterjee (1980, Present Teacher]

have been associated with Vidyapith as a teacher for the last thirty-two

years and will remain indebted to it for all the love and honour I have
got. Yet, this Vidyapith does not evoke the same emotions as the Vidyapith of my
childhood. Even today “when to the sessions of sweet silent thought /I summon up
remembrance of things past’, those glorious days flash upon the mind’s eye
‘apparelled in celestial light’. And memories come unbidden of our selfless
shepherds— the magnificent mentors— who shaped and shielded our plastic
minds in those crucial formative years. They are the dedicated monks, teachers,
wardens and worker dadas whose unstinted love and care nourished and nurtured
us. They were our twenty-four into seven friends, philosophers and guides. They
would be with us all the time right from the rising bell till we fell asleep at night.
They lived with us in our dhams, played with us on the playgrounds, escorted us
during excursions, and nursed us when we were sick. They consoled and comforted,
indulged and inspired us, and did everything possible to bring out the best in us.
In the forefront were, of course, the all-renouncing monastic members under
whose watchful eyes we grew up. As our helmsmen, we had revered monks of the
stature of Swami Pramathanandaji (Dhiren Maharaj), Swami Putanandaji (Kalipada
Maharaj), Swami Prabhanandaji and Swami Amaranandaji. They were all
sannyasins of a very high order and later came to be counted among the stalwarts
of the Ramakrishna-Vivekananda Movement. Among them, Kalipada Maharaj,
our chief warden, was closest to us. He embodied love. He knew each student by
name, and looked after us with the warm affection of a fond mother.

As for our teachers, they all had exemplary dedication and excellent command
over their subjects. Teaching was more a vocation than a profession to them. With
their profound knowledge and high idealism, they not only enlightened us about
the topics they taught but also ingrained in us the correct values, habits and
attitudes. As one looks back, some memories come pell-mell to the fore. Sushil
Ghoshda rigorously enforcing discipline with his inexorable whistle during
morning drill, playtime and school assembly remains an abiding memory. Sushil
Royda was equally dedicated. He would happily sacrifice his leisure hours to
acquaint us with the charms of the English language. With untiring zeal he would
glean gems of expressions from various sources just to enrich our vocabulary! It
was purely a labour of love. Perumalda, too, did the same. He spared no pains
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Those Selfless Shepherds of My Childhood

to strengthen our foundation in mathematics. A stickler for discipline, he was a
man of stern rectitude. He taught us so much more beyond mathematics by his
integrity, punctuality and devotion to duty. Dilip da, our Bengali teacher, was a
genius. A gifted poet-actor-orator, he could easily transport us ‘on the viewless
wings of poesy’ far beyond the prescribed texts to some exotic realm and draw
out layers of meanings embedded in a text. Phanida was a perfect foil to Dilipda.
He could breathe life into the bland lessons of grammar, and make even the most
opaque rules as clear as crystal. Another virtuoso performer in the classroom was
Kalidasda, our teacher of Life Sciences. His breezy English, fanciful hyperboles
and colourful coinages would always add some extra zing to the lessons.
There were other stalwarts too. Durgashankarda, the formidable Controller of
Examinations, concealed an affectionate heart beneath his forbidding exterior.
Debenda and Harishankarda were both wizards of Maths. Asit Janada and
Mihirda with their sincere, no-nonsense approach could be role models for
teachers of any age. Debkumarda,with his erudition, humour and inexhaustible
fund of stories could keep us engrossed in his class.
There were other greats like Shibsankarda, Amiyada, Rakharamda, Subhasda,
Sanatda, Durgasankar Bhattacharyada, Dayakarda, Indrakantda, Panchuda,
Sabyasachida, and Tulsida ...the list seems endless. I wish I could write about
them all at some length, but constraints of space forbid me to wax lyrical. As
preceptors, they were simply non-pareil. The high benchmark of excellence
that they set is almost impossible to emulate now.
The same could be said of the humble worker dadas who served us with
the utmost love and care. At Shivananda Sadan Khanduda was our virtual
guardian. He helped us wear our dhoti, mended our torn clothes, and stitched
buttons on our shirts. When we fell ill Mahadevda, Abanida and others would
take our charge at the hospital and nursed us with the same care. Mahadevda,
in particular, was very soft-hearted, he would coax us to eat our food, make our
bed and give us medicines at the proper time like a parent.
All our peon dadas at school were equally dedicated — Satyada, Haladharda,
Habulalda, Prafullada, Judhisthirda, Rasarajda, Ganeshda, Arunda, Chepuda,
Aghoreda, Dharanida, Kestoda, just to name a few. They served us with
exemplary devotion and love.
Our indebtedness to all these selfless souls knows no bounds.Itis thanks to their
supreme sacrifice, utmost dedication and kind ministrations that Vidyapith
turned into such a charming idyll for us.

The author is a Teacher of English at Vidyapith
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Vidyapith: Classroom Memories
Arupratan Daripa (1981)

on the economics of social polarization when a notification arrived on the

phone — my Vidyapith classmate and good friend Sanjay (Mukherjee) had sent
a message asking if I would write something for the alumni magazine. At the start
of a busy semester, with a variety of research and teaching deadlines approaching,
I had little inclination to agree at first. But then, as I worked on other things, my
thoughts on incentive structures in a particular economic problem I have been
working on were syncopated with flashbacks of the part of my life spent in
Vidyapith, lasting until my father (Dr Sachindranath Daripa, who was the resident
physician in Vidyapith over the period 1975-1998) passed away - well after I had
finished school. Flashes of faces, spaces and vistas past, memories of disjointed
events, some half-forgotten, forming mental images of laughter, joy, sorrow struck
me. I had promised my friend that I would think about an article, but distilling
myriads of experiences seemed daunting. As I had just finished talking to a student,
my thoughts then turned to a time when I sat on the other side of the table. Among
a trove of fragments, two images from my student days in Vidyapith stood out in
more complete shape, and reflecting back I realize why these have stayed with me.

I thought I would share these with you today. Mental images from classrooms
in the distant past, what they signified then and how I look back on those formative
influences now. These are personal musings, an extension of diffuse memories on
paper, yet I write in the hope they resonate with you in some small way, locating
common ground.

The first of these comes from the Bangla classes taught by Phani-da (Sri
Phanibhushan Khatua). As I came to realize later, Phani-da was not really a typical
humanities teacher. Seated at the table, he fixed his intense gaze at a page of Bangla
text as if critically examining some misbehaving concoction of chemicals in a beaker
or a science experiment that has not quite measured up. While the comment is
tongue-in-cheek, the reference to science is deliberate. Uniquely among teachers
of language and literature, his approach to text was a forensic one. He would take
each sentence, fixate on each significant word, and try to determine its worth from
every possible angle: why the author wrote this sentence or that word, what else
they might have written, what exactly this specific word connotes. This approach
might not suit every type of text, but for the relatively simple and often insignificant
pieces of work assigned for the school syllabus, this worked wonders. That the
printed word, even when part of an uninspiring piece that would, moreover,
be examined in a dreary manner later (who said what, whom they said it to, in
what context they said it were standard questions that could be answered after
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a single reading and without any reflection at all), can become something more
than itself, parts being greater than the whole, was a striking idea. In this context
it is worth mentioning a contrasting, but equally exhilarating experience that came
later as part of Higher Secondary studies in Narendrapur. In the very first class,
our English teacher, Dr. Swapan Chakraborty, the renowned Jadavpur University
professor of his time, declared his indifference to the actual textbook. You read
the textbook, he said, they contain trivial pieces, I will talk about other things.
He then proceeded to take the basic idea from an assigned piece, and discussed
relevant history, underlying philosophy as well as loosely related ideas from the
wider literature. His dazzling breadth of knowledge and incisive arguments —
often decimating claims made in the assigned text (Don’t write this in the exam, he
would caution us with a smile) - made an indelible impression on my young mind.
Looking back, I inculcated much from both individuals, who, in their own ways,
went beyond the mundane texts assigned in the syllabus and opened up glorious,
inviting, exciting, unexpected vistas.

The second set of memories is of the Indian Culture classes of Swami
Amaranandaji Maharaj, our beloved “Headmaster Maharaj.” This was not a part
of the official syllabus, which set him free to explore diverse and often complex
themes far beyond the ordinary school material. One of these was a discussion
of the Upanishads, focusing on the Ishopanishad in particular. Looking back, I
marvel at the erudition that allowed him to have a deep discussion while keeping
his young audience fully engaged. These discursive, unhurried lessons have
stayed with me, forming a basis to further explore the fascinating world of the
Upanishads, the ideas and research forming the historical consensus on their origin
and aspects of the later age of the Mahabharata. I recall running into him one day
in the school corridors and asking him about the timeline of the writing of the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. I remember with respect and fondness his long
patient answer to educate a curious young mind, clarifying the right way to pose
the historical question and the most plausible answer arising from extant research.
In the context of the current fervour of nationalistic revisionism, his clear-sighted
wisdom burns all the brighter to me.

I can recall clearly his fascinating classroom discussion on the trio of adversities
— adhi-bhoutik, adhi-daibik and adhyatmik — that are supposed to be countered by
the thrice repeated invocation of “Shanti” in the opening shanti-mantras of some
Upanishads. I treasure his lengthy discourse on the first shloka of the Ishopanishad
— listening fascinated as he weaved and picked apart the intricacies of the possible
interpretations of the phrase “tena tyaktena bhunjitha.” That discussion has stayed
with me through the years. Indeed, beyond the proximate objective, it opened for
me a door to another world - one of not simply taking Upanishads as a received
body of frozen thought — but to question the interpretations, to try and forge
new ways of understanding the ancient wisdom we trace our intellectual lineage
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to. The discussion around shloka 15, beginning with “Hiranmayena patrena
satyasyapihitam mukham” seems particularly apt here, as he was for us the Pushana
who would remove the dazzling fagade so that we may behold the truth at last.

That clarity permeated another related topic, one of perhaps greater immediate
resonance. Over several classes, Amaranandaji Maharaj discussed the origins
and ideas of world religions. These included well-known ones such as Islam or
Judaism, and also relatively obscure ones such as Zoroastrianism. I can remember
the classroom in the front part of Sarada Mandir. This was the last period, a low
afternoon sun streaming through the verandah and into the classroom, casting a
multitude of shadows across the room, Maharaj seated at the table facing us, telling
us about Ahura Mazda and Ahirman. We had a book, “Jogoter Dharmaguru” (I
still have my copy), which explored such questions in a relatively dry manner.
But in the hands of our teacher they became a glimpse into the universal quest for
knowledge of the absolute that has engendered a multitude of living traditions
which are but different ways of answering the same underlying questions. Over
the years I had internalized the teachings of Sri Ramakrishna and Ma Sarada on
the unity of all religions without conscious thought, but these classes made the
implicit values of tolerance, humanism and liberalism of their teachings into a
concrete reality, one that has come to be intellectually instinctive.

In the final reckoning, this is probably the greatest gift I have been bestowed

over the years of formative association with Ramakrishna Mission institutions and
the monks within. Asked for a religion, my standard answer is none, since the
only ideal for me is the path shown by Sri Ramakrishna and Ma Sarada; that of
universal values, of attempting to hold all in equal gaze, without discrimination,
irrespective of creed or station in life. The history of tolerance in the west is a
tortuous one, moving through centuries of darkness. The life and teachings of Sri
Ramakrishna and Ma Sarada stand in contrast in that tolerance and liberalism for
them were lived experiences, coming from within, not as a result of tumultous
social upheaval. The quiet, everyday manner in which Ma Sarada would question
why anyone would plan to hurt the English colonisers since they were also her
children, or treat Amjad and Sarat Maharaj equally, or give unfettered access to
fallen women rejected by society, have been a beacon for me. In these days when
society is riven by divisions, the message of Sri Ramakrishna and Ma Sarada are
all the more important, and I can only hope new generations of Vidyapith students
carry the light to illuminate the world.
[I am part of the Madhyamik batch of 1981 from Vidyapith, later finishing the plus two level from the
College in Narendrapur. Later I did a PhD in Economics. Currently I am an academic economist at
Birkbeck University of London, and spend far more time than I should at the galleries and museums
in London, so not entirely sure which of the two should be flagged as extra-curricular.]
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Income-Tax — Uri Baba
Sanjay Mukherjee (1981)

people when any email/ SMS is received from the Income tax Department.

Why me? I have not done anything to evade tax. This denial then changes to
anger. This blood thirsty Department is only after simple law-abiding people like me. They
cannot touch the hair of the big shots. This must be a ploy to extract some bribe out of me.
I won't pay anything, come what may. Then comes the dismay. Why should I pay tax?
Is this Government doing anything for me? Would it take care of me in my need? My hard-
earned money will go for charity and unscrupulous political leaders will get a cut out of it.

My article is not for redressing any of the above grievances, though the
fundamental reasons of collection of tax out of the earnings of the citizenry has
not changed much from the time of Mahajanapadas in India or the time of ancient
civilisations in Egypt, Greece, Rome, China etc. Collection of tax is a sovereign
function of a nation.

Tax is collected to meet the expenses of governance. This expenditure mostly
includes welfare and security of the citizenry. In India, the concept of universal
taxation is found in the Indirect taxation like GST, Customs Duty etc., where
irrespective of income level, every citizen pays tax indirectly to the Government
through the seller of any goods or through any service provider; whereas Income
tax is a direct taxation, where the individual himself pays his due taxes to the
Government directly. In India, Income tax is charged to those people whose net
earning is more than a specified limit in a financial year. Certain sources of income
like agriculture, earning out of selling agricultural land, compensation received
for compulsory acquisition of land, gift received from relatives etc., are, however,
exempt from taxation in India irrespective of the size of the income.

Yes, that is the expression comes to the mind of most of the unsuspecting

Salary Income and burden on the employee:

When I mention of income above a certain limit, it is the net income of an
individual after reduction of all relatable expenses from his gross receipts.
However, for salary income, except for a standard deduction of Rs 50,000/-, the
entire salary income is taxed as income and no other expenditure is allowed to be
reduced from it directly. In normal course, the Accounts Officer or the Drawing
and Disbursing Officer responsible for the payment of salary is entrusted by the
statute to deduct tax from salary at the time of payment itself and he is the person
responsible to deposit the deducted tax to the Government exchequer on behalf of
the salary earner. This concept is called Tax Deduction at Source (In most of the
countries other than India it is known as withholding of taxes). However, it is the
duty of the salary earner to make a statement before the Accounts Officer regarding
his income other than the salary, as well as the investments/ expenses/ donations/
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interest payments made by him during the year for which certain deductions are
allowed.

Excess tax deduction at source and refunds of tax:

Many a time it is seen that because of negligence on part of the salary earner,
such statements are not submitted with the Accounts Officer within time, causing
excessive deduction of tax at source than the taxes that was due for deduction. In
such cases, the salary earner is eligible to get a refund of such excess deduction
from the Government after making a formal submission of Return of Income. It is
worth while to mention that a new scheme of taxation allows a reduced rate for
charge of tax, but no deduction is allowed against the gross salary in that case.

Delay in getting refunds:

I may mention that the two principal reasons of delay in getting a refund
are i) mistake by the Accounts Officers to mention correct PAN in the Quarterly
statements of tax deducted by him and ii) wrong mention of bank account details
in Income tax profile/ Income tax Return of the individual taxpayer.

I would like to advise every salary earner to take these matters seriously by
making their own calculations at any time during the month of September and
advise the Accounts Officer to deduct taxes uniformly accordingly to avoid
unnecessary excess deductions. You may also double check the Bank details in
Income tax profile as well as during filing of Income tax Return.

I think it would be proper if I discuss certain issues now, which are very
common and faced by a typical middleclass salary earner.

e I have more than one house, but there are no tenants. What is the impact of

tax?

As per Income Tax Act, all residential properties have a potential for earning
rental income and the sum that might reasonably be expected to be earned as rent
from a property is to be declared as income. However, all individuals are allowed
to enjoy one property as his residence, for which no income should be declared. So,
if you have two houses, one is exempt but rental income is to be disclosed for the
other. If there are no tenants, a notional rent which is expected as per market rate is
to be declared. Against such notional income two deductions are allowed. Firstly,
the municipal tax paid against such property and then a standard deduction of
30% of the annual gross notional rent. If a loan is taken for construction of the
houses/ purchase of flats, an aggregate sum of maximum of two lakhs of interest
payments for the loans, can be reduced for all properties taken together. Let me
also clarify that if one property is shown as owned by your spouse and if the
spouse does not have any independent source of income and it is funded by you,
then both the properties shall be treated as your property.

e  What about interest on FDRs? Banks are already deducting tax at source. Am

I to declare it again? Am I eligible to file 15G form?
All interests earned on the FDs are your income and are to be included with
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your salary to make the total income. The interests earned in savings account too
are to be added. Interests earned on the FDs that you have purchased in the name
of your housewife spouse, or your minor children are also to be included in your
total income. Banks do not deduct Tax at Source if annual interest earning is less
than Rs 10,000/-. But even if no deduction has taken place at source, you need to
declare the interest earning in your total income. If your gross total income from
all sources is more than the basic exemption limit of Rs 2.5 lakhs per annum, you
are not eligible to submit 15G Form with the bank. For interest earned on savings
bank accounts, up to a maximum limit of Rs 10,000/- can be reduced as deduction.

¢ I have purchased some shares and paid for some SIP for Mutual fund

units this year. Is it taxable?

Nothing is taxable at the time of investment. Only when they are sold the
difference between the sale price and purchase price is your gain, which is to be
declared as income for taxation.

If your holding is for less than 1 year, the rate is a special rate of 15% (Short
Term Capital Gain); if the holding is for more than one year then the gain is called
Long Term Capital Gain and the special rate of taxation is 10%. There is no tax if
the annual LTCG on sale of shares is less than Rs 1 lakh.

However, any profit on trading of share derivatives (Futures/ Options) or
commodity futures is taxable at regular rates.

¢ Thad an ancestral house, which I have sold this year. What is the tax impact?

Irrespective of the ownership through inheritance or acquisition, if the house is
in your name and sold by you, income arises in your hand. The entire receipt/ sale
proceeds are not your income. The difference between the sale price and the cost
price is the gain which is taxed.

Now, the statute allows a level playing field for the cost of the property sold.
We all know that due to inflation, the value of money gets reduced. Accordingly,
value for Rsl lakh in 1983 is not the same as that in the year 2022. Thus, there is a
concept of Cost Inflation Index in Income tax procedure. Every year the Department
publishes a table giving equivalence of past value with present value. Now if a
property was purchased/ built before 2001 either by you or by your forefathers,
firstly a valuation of the property is to be done as of 2001. Thereafter, that value is
to be set in the CII table to get the value of the property as in the year of sale. The
cost price of properties acquired after 2001 too can be extrapolated to its present
value using the same table. That calculated Present value is considered as your
basic Cost Price. Now any further cost of renovation/ improvement can be added
to that value to arrive at the cost of the property in the year of sell.

Now for the sell price, irrespective of whatever you are getting in hand from
the buyer or whatever is written as value of property in the deed of convenience,
the Sale Price for calculation of Income tax is to be taken as the valuation made
by the competent authority to charge Stamp Duty during registration of the sale.

Now difference of the value for the stamp duty (Sale consideration) and the
calculated present value of cost of the property (Cost consideration) becomes
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your capital gain. You are however allowed to deduct any brokerage paid for the
transaction from such gain.

A simple rate of 20% of such difference will be the Capital gain tax. You can
avoid payment of capital gains tax if the entire receipt is again invested in a
residential property/ flat. You are allowed to defer payment of tax if you invest the
receipt (up to Rs 50 lakhs) in specified Capital Gains bond/ deposit with banks and
purchase/ build a house/ flat within three years and utilize such deposit. However,
if the new property is not built/ purchased within 3 years, the amount invested will
be taxed @20%.

If the transaction value as per deed of conveyance exceeds Rs 50 Lakhs, the
buyer is responsible to deduct tax at source @1% of the aggregate agreed price. In
case of NRIs who wish to sell a property in India, the procedure is same, except for the
TDS part. Here the buyer needs to deduct a tax at source @20% of the calculated gain
(not on the entire aggregate value). However, for NRI transactions the buyer must
obtain a Tax Deduction Account Number separately.

In case of purchase of a property, you must be aware that if the agreed sale price
and the value determined by the stamp duty assessor differs and the latter is more
than Rs 50,000/- than the former, the buyer must pay a tax on such differential as if
a notional gift income has arisen.

e T havereceived a sum from my NRI brother who has remitted it to my account.

Am I to pay tax?

Gift of any amount received from relatives are not taxable income. However, if
you make an FDR in your name with the receipt and some interest is earned then
such interest is taxable in your hand.

e What is the difference between an NRE and an NRO account?

An NRE account is a bank account opened in India in the name of an NRI, to
park his foreign earnings that is just for remittances; whereas, an NRO account is a
bank account opened in India in the name of an NRI, to manage the income earned
by him in India. These incomes include rent, dividend, pension, interest, etc.

I sincerely hope that the above may clarify certain doubtful issues in your mind
regarding Income taxation. Because of introduction of Al in tax administration
and due to fluid data sharing by many agencies, now all data regarding your cash
deposits in bank accounts, share transactions, property dealings, foreign visits,
credit card expenses, interest earnings etc are all recorded and even if you forget
anything on these transactions, the automated messaging services through SMS/
Emails will continue to remind you of your income/ transactions. So, you need not
worry. Pay your taxes properly and in time so that you can hold your head high
and contribute to nation building.

Passed out in 1981 from Vidyapith and is presently working as a Commissioner of Income tax.
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Vignettes
Subrata Sar (1981)

(A tribute to T. S. Eliot on the centennial of the publication of his celebrated
poem, “The Waste Land’.)

“Whan that Aprille with his shoures soote,
The droghte of March hath perced to the roote,”

—Geoffrey Chaucer,
General Prologue to The Canterbury Tales.

April is the cruellest month,

The month of birth and conception,

Of sabbath and benediction,

Of virtues lost and vices abundant,

While the Queen of Carnage reigns resplendent,
Encircled by her frivolous peers,

Where vultures vie for vengeful ire,

Enjoying the demonic dance of knaves and sycophants.

Here, said she, is your card,

Ladies and gentleman,

Ladies and gentleman,

Listen to the voice of the Bard —

Open your drawers and unlock your cupboard,
Shuffle through your memories—

Your laughter and your worries —

Choose gently but choose you must,

Beseech, behold, caress, and discard.

I think we are in rat’s alley

Where life trundles on willy-nilly
Debating who is your foe and who's ally
Kallolini Tilottoma,

Where life sizzles in an infinite diorama
Amid the facile and the fervent

Amid the vacuous and the effervescent

= @



Vignettes

Chance erected, chance directed

Unreal City,

My very own unreal city

Freezes in a dilemma of chaos and gaiety.

The time is now propitious,

Who would be the beacon to guide us—

The prophet, the pervert, or the plunderer—

A pompous professor of anthropomorphic art
Regales the flappers with his exploits of desire —
Where shadows betray shadows,

And the chimeras gloat in epiphanic glee
Doffing their lives in grim ecstacy?

These fragments I have shored against my ruins,

Where longings and lusts, losses and loves intertwine,
The beatific smile on the face of a newborn

Gives light to the desert eyes of a forlorn

And all life exalts in a melange of grief and glory,

Oh perfecto, and purgatory

Moving onto piety, patience, and peace in sublime bliss
Rudra jatte dakshinam mukham

Tena mam pahi nityam:

Sayonara—

Charaiveti! Charaiveti! Charaiveti!

The author is Associate Professor of English at Vidyasagar Collage




The Gaudiya Vaishnavite Exuberance in

Manipur - Tangible and Intangible Inheritance
T. Bhabeswar Singh (1982)

elements inscribed on the Representative List of the UNESCO Intangible

Cultural Heritage of Humanity announced at the eighth session of the
UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee in Baku, Azerbaijan, in December 2013.
Considering the fact that Nat Sankirtana, which exhibits unparalleled religious
devotion involving ritual singing, drumming and dancing performed in temples
and religious spaces, has been acting as a cohesive force within the Manipuri
Vaishnav community by bringing people together through festivals and life cycle
events.

The north-eastern Indian state of Manipur is a blue lotus with nine blue hills as
its petals and the valley as its floral core. Garib Niwas ( born Pamheiba, 1690-1751 )
was a Meitei king of Manipur, ruling from 1709 until his death. He became a devout
Vaishnav under the influence of the Sri Chaityanite Gaudiya Vaishnava Dharma
preacher Santidas Goswami, who came to Manipur from Sylhet and introduced
Hinduism as the state religion of his kingdom (1717 ). He changed the name of
the kingdom to the Sanskrit Manipur (1724) and his royal name from his birth
name Pamheiba to Garib Niwas. He introduced the Bengali script as the official
script for the Manipuri language in place of the Meitei Mayek script. For the next
two hundred and fifty years or more the rich Manipuri literature thrived on the
Bengali script, till in the seventies of the last century, when the Meitei Mayek was
reintroduced as the script of the Manipuri language.

From then on Manipuri Vaishnavism, which is a regional variant of Gaudiya
Vaishnavism with a culture-forming role in the north-eastern Indian state of
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Manipur, became the chief religion. Most Vaishnavites of Manipur belong to
Narottama Dasa Thakura’s lineage (parampara).

Garib Niwas maharaja’s grandson Rajarshi (Raja Rishi) Bhagyachandra (1759-
1798), fondly called as Ching Thang Khomba by the hill people, Jaysingh by the
British and Ahom rulers and Kartar by the Vaishnavs of his time was the architect
of Vaishnavite religion, a deeply religious, great upholder of tradition, culture and
arts besides being a brave and skilled warrior. The Shreepat Kheturi Sammelan
(Kheturi Utsav) of 1682 Saka conferred Joypatra Khunti and honoured the great
Vaishnavite Maharaja of Manipur.

Rasa Leela (one of the eight classical dance forms of India with its forms in
Basanta Ras, Kunja Ras, Maha Ras, Nitya Ras and Divya Ras ) started in 1779.
Shree Shree Govindaji temple was constructed in 1776 at Canchipur Royal Palace
with the divine deity of Radha Govinda (Govindaji Nirupon) and similar temples
of Radha Govindaji at Vijoy Govinda, Nityananda, Gopinath at Bishnupur and
nearby places of the valley becomes the centres for the development of the Ras
Leela which is the highest spiritual expression of worshipping Krishna in a dance
form.

Nat Sankirtana which encompasses an array of arts performed to mark religious
occasions and various stages of life of Vaishnavs of Manipur valley and nearby
places in Assam, Tripura, Bangladesh and Myanmar had royal patronage. It is just
not a mere musical performance but a way of worship and prayer. In every gesture
and move the performer narrates the life and deeds of Lord Krishna through ritual
singing, drumming and dancing. The pre-Hindu ethnic cultural elements of Thang
Ta (Manipuri martial arts), Sarit Sara ( unarmed martial arts form), Mukna Kangjei
(Traditional wrestling with Foot Polo of Manipur) and war exercises are intricately
blended and integrated in the Nat Sankirtana and the Ras Leela of Manipur .

The new direction to the Vaishnavite upsurge and its enrichment included the
introduction of Waree-Leeba (story-telling), a traditional narrative art form that
culminated from the traditional Khulang eeshei (folk songs of the fields); Moirang
Parvas (stories of Loktak), and Khunung Eeshei (village folk songs). This narrative
form ensured that the message of the scriptures reached the people to enrich their
spiritual knowledge and also provided them with spiritual guidance.

Mention may be made also of Pung Cholom (Mridangam Dance) of Manipuri
vaishnavite exuberance, which is the soul of the Sankirtana music and classical
Manipuri dance form. The dancers play the pung while they dance at the same
time synchronizing the dancing without breaking the rhythm of the music. It
synthesizes the traditional martial arts Sarit Sara, Thang Ta, Maibi Jagoi — blending
the gracefulness of dance and the athleticism of the warriors.

The traditional institutions and centres (Loishangs and Panas) like “Pala
Loishang” of Nat Sankirtana were established for organizational, research and
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developmental work. The Traditional centres, also called Loishangs, like Pandit
(scholars) Loishang and Maibi (priestess) Loishang are centres for organizational
conduct, control, research, and standardization of art, culture and religion. Pana
(traditional geographical division) System — Ahallup, Naharup, Yaiskul, Khwai,
etc. are the traditional decentralized units for village volunteers and work as a
support system during the time of war; besides being centres for cultural troupes,
games, arts, dance, music and scholarly activities, they are also the hubs for cultural
exuberance with much social support that has kept the arts alive through centuries.

Manipuri rituals and refined social norms and codes needs to be mentioned
in any narration of how the rich tradition of Manipur became manifold after the
advent of Vaishnavite culture in the 17th century. Even the cultural code of eating
different dishes according to the digestibility of the food item needs to be learned
and practised. The dress codes both for male and female members for each of
the ceremonies of birth, marriage, death and worshipping (going to the temples)
are to be seen and cherished. The social codes and norms for the arrangement of
sitting during a marriage ceremony dictate that people would sit surrounding the
Sankirtan, which would be at the centre; the male party of the groom would be at
the left side; the front side would be demarcated for the female party of the groom;
the right side for the male party of the bride and the house for the females of the
bride. That the host still followed such practices depicts the vibrant discipline of
the Sankirtana of the Vaishnavites of Manipur.

Manipur, without mentioning Kangla fort, will be a body without the soul.
Kangla is like a mirror through which we can have a glance of the spirit of the
Manipuri Civilization, as it depicts the socio-cultural identity of the people of
Manipur. Architecture, especially of Kangla and Manipur, was a grand ritual which
owed its origin, development and exuberance to religion and religious upsurges.
Mention may be made of “Yumsharol Khutthek’ of ‘Kanglei-lai-haraouba’. The
norms and codes of designing housing and architecture in the traditional Manipuri
fashion as in “Yumsharol and Uyanlol”, like the Hindu Shilpa-shastra or Vastu-
shastra, depict the great living tradition of the people of Manipur.

From 1470, Manipur was on the way to become the easternmost citadel of
Vaishnavism. The great Vaishnavite movement swept all over India in the 15th
and 19th Centuries with Ramananda, Vallabhacharya, Chaitanya and Sankaradeva
preaching Vaishnavism, and Chandidas, Surdas singing songs. As part of India
Manipur was naturally swept by this movement, although somewhat later. The
Bengal architectural style also reached Manipur. Kyamba Maharaj constructed a
Vishnu temple at Bishnupur and the worship of Lord Vishnu paved the way for
the rise of Vaishnavism in Manipur. Successive rulers after Kyamba continued the
worship of Vishnu as the Royal Deity. Though the worship of Vishnu received
royal patronage since the time of Kyamba, the fact remains that it was confined
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to the royal family only and no Meitei King was formally initiated into the
Vaishnava form of Hinduism till we came across King Charairongba (1697-1709
A.D). It was King Charairongba, the first Meitei King, who was formally initiated
into Vaishnavism in April 1704 (5th of Sajibu, Wednesday) by a Brahmin named
Krishna Charya Rai alias Rai Vanamali from Sweta Gangapur. The descendants
of Rai Vanamali, the guru preceptor of the King, came to be known as the Guru
Aribams or the family of the old guru. Cheitharol Kumbaba, the Royal Chronicle
records that Ningthem Charairongba and others, who were to be initiated to
Vaishnavism observed fast on Wednesdays in the month of Sajibu. It is said that
Charairongba Maharaj constructed the temple of Krishna, Guru Aribam Leikai. It
is one of the oldest temples in Manipur.

Thus the influence of Vaishnavism in art, dance, music, performing arts, culture,
religion and architecture in Manipur is deep-rooted; it was carried far and wide by
its princesses who were married to the kings of Coochbehar, Tripura,Nepal, Ahom:s,
Tais of Myanmar, and tied to the Shans bordering China through matrimonial
alliances. Thus the Gaudiya Vaishnavism, also known as Chaitanya Vaishnavism,
a Vaishnava Hindu religious movement inspired by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
(1486-1534) originating in medieval Bengal and spreading to the corners of India
as part of the Bhakti cult with its theological basis in the Bhagavat Gita and the
Bhagavat Purana, as interpreted by the followers of Sri Chaitanyadeva like Rupa
Goswami, Sanatana Goswami, Jeeva Goswami and Gopal Bhatta Goswami among
others, reached the princely state of Manipur, even giving it its present name. The
Vaishnavite exuberance in today’s Manipur can be felt, experienced and seen in its
grandeur in the grand rituals and ceremonies.




A Tribute to John Keats (1795-1821)
Rajat K S Chowdhury (1982)

As if a sense of urgency

Chased him through his brief sojourn

In such manner, yet in a cool composed way;

The nightingale sang a few melodies unheard

In a most tender, dreamlike voice.

Thence the joy of Beauty was revealed,

Melancholy finds its permanence in Beauty’s shrine,

As the drowsy day passes away like a fragile dewdrop,

Sleepless night waits with the thirst of divine melodious truth,

Crimson evening clouds in the horizon sinks with its name writ in water.
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IPR in Education
Pinaki Ghosh (1983)

Preface:

future society that India should aspire to may be called “Society 5.0.” The
Aterm refers to a new society that represents the next stage after the hunting

society (Society 1.0), agricultural society (Society 2.0), industrial society
(Society 3.0), and information society (Society 4.0). It is defined as a human-centred
society that balances economic advancement with the resolution of social prob-
lems by a system that highly integrates cyberspace (virtual space) and physical
space (real space). All people and things will be connected through IoT (Internet
of Things) in Society 5.0, enabling us to share various kinds of knowledge and in-
formation while creating new values, and giving us the ability to overcome issues
and difficulties.

Knowledge conversion will lead to desire society of 5.0. The present knowledge
conversion will need sophisticated and barrier free knowledge infrastructure in
terms of access to knowledge and its use. The knowledge infrastructure should be
based on three pillars i.e. convergence of the knowledge, knowledge management,
and protection and commercial use of the knowledge as a property.

Convergence of knowledge is pre-eminent in Internet based society. Today’s
knowledge may secure from formal or informal sources and from depth and
breadth of various subjects. For example, an online custom garment selling
company requires understanding of fabric; culture and ethnicity; physiology
and body type; climatic condition; personal finance and ambition of individuals;
technologies related to manufacturing, Internet of things; and artificial intelligence
for error free processes. The future manpower should be trained in this barrier
free knowledge domain. And the future universities should create infrastructure
towards that.

Inter-disciplinary and trans-disciplinary knowledge management should
be the object of future research. Integrated knowledge management system
will provide it a solution to the future challenges within the society, economy
and business. For example, artificial intelligence (AI) will allow us to obtain
information when needed, and technologies such as robotics and autonomous cars
will help us overcome issues such as a decreasing birthrate, ageing, population,
local depopulation, and the gap between the rich and poor.

Knowledge protection and commercial use of the knowledge as property
will be the fuel of the future economy. The value of intellectual property (or
information goods) will increase further in the society of 5.0. Through social reform
(innovation), Society 5.0 is expected to be a forward-looking society that breaks
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down the existing sense of stagnation; a society whose members have mutual
respect, transcending the generations, and a society in which every person can
lead an active and enjoyable life.

Introduction

In the knowledge based economy, the importance of Intellectual Property (IP)
management has increased significantly. Unfortunately in India, professionals
involved in a day-to-day working with IP mostly consider IP as a legal instrument,
and often overlook the strategicimportance of IP management. Presently, IP is being
taught as a course in most of the law schools for 2-3 credits where the emphasis is
mostly given on the legal aspects of IP. There is not a single institution in India that
focuses on IP management. As a result, most of the Indian companies in spite of
creating valuable intellectual assets are unable to manage them efficiently. Recently,
I came across a news article where I read that the CSIR wants to stop random filing
of patents (reference: CSIR wants labs to stop random filing of patents - Times of
India) This shows that even premiere labs like CSIR is having difficulties when it
comes to managing IP. I believe that there is a need to establish an IP management
institute where we can teach our future generations how to manage IP so that it can
be positioned strategically as part of the overall business strategy.

Intellectual property value and risk management are the key factors for
economic growth and advancement in the high technology sector. These are good
for business, benefit the public at large and act as catalysts for technical progress.
For example, the value of intangible capital of General Electric is estimated at USD
324 billion. In the Information Technology Sector, IBM and Verizon are estimated
to have intangible capital of USD 134 billion and USD 105 billion respectively. This
demonstrates the immense value and critical nature of intangible assets for effective
participation in the evolving ‘knowledge economy” However, in past decades,
most of the Indian Companies overlooked the business aspect of the IP and do
not have any IP management strategy or Policy. Employees were not exposed to
the basic understanding of IP and the importance of IP though there is no dearth
in ideas floating in the minds of the employees. The higher management does
not have any clear direction for strategic IP management or any mechanisms to
leverage and exploit the IP assets for the company. Further, there are no processes,
policies and guidelines to manage IP risk and compliance in these organisations.
Furthermore, in the present changing business scenario companies are moving to
more nonlinear growth initiatives, the overall IP risk exposure is also increasing
for the company and the company processes are not adequately framed to manage
this risk. Overall, the companies require robust IP management strategy to bring
value addition to all its stakeholders and shareholders. All these above factors can
ignite the need for starting a new era of IP initiative in our country.
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Background: —

The intellectual property rights system involves the rights to achievements
which result from a broad range of creative human activities, and it protects
creators’ rights pertaining to their achievements for a certain period of time.
A characteristic of intellectual property is that it is not a physical object, but
information with property value. Information can be easily imitated and is not
exhausted when used, and a large number of people can use it at the same time.
As such, the intellectual property rights system restricts—to the extent required
by society and to protect the creators’ rights—the freedom of using information
which could be freely used otherwise. In order to maintain this system design,
the creators of intellectual property as well as its beneficiaries must gain a proper
understanding of intellectual property and appropriately use the information
property system; otherwise it will result in social disarray.

The center of wealth creation witnessed significant changes over the past few
decades from tangible to intangible assets or as rightly coined by the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), ‘knowledge based capital’.
As India emerges to be one of the fastest growing economies in the world, the time
is ripe to leverage the country’s knowledge-based assets to achieve inclusive and
sustainable economic growth.

In India:-

The National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) policy (the policy) released by
the Government of India on 12 May 2016 is the first of its kind in India which
encapsulates the critical role of Intellectual Property (IP) as a custodian to transform
knowledge into intellectual assets. Additionally, the policy also provides for
IP’s enhanced role as a competition regulator, a marketable financial asset as an
economic tool.

The policy has been carried out in light of other government policies and
initiatives, such as ‘Make in India’, ‘Digital India’, ‘Skill India’, ‘Start-up India’
and any other programmes anticipated in the future. The policy acknowledges
the growing importance of intellectual assets in the current knowledge economy.
Keeping this in mind, the policy has identified three principal stakeholders — public/
private enterprises, educational and research institutes and Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)/start-ups to build a multidimensional innovation
ecosystem.

Here are some snippets of the National IPR Policy:

The national IPR Policy’s executive summary, vision and mission states the
following:

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Creativity and innovation have been a constant in growth and development
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of any knowledge economy. There is an abundance of creative and innovative
energies flowing in India. India has a TRIPS compliant, robust, equitable and
dynamic IPR regime. An all-encompassing IPR Policy will promote a holistic and
conducive ecosystem to catalyse the full potential of intellectual property for India’s
economic growth and socio-cultural development, while protecting public interest.
The rationale for the National IPR Policy lies in the need to create awareness about
the importance of IPRs as a marketable financial asset and economic tool.

VISION STATEMENT

AnIndia where creativity and innovation are stimulated by Intellectual Property
for the benefit of all; an India where intellectual property promotes advancement
in science and technology, arts and culture, traditional knowledge and biodiversity
resources; an India where knowledge is the main driver of development, and
knowledge owned is transformed into knowledge shared.

MISSION STATEMENT
To stimulate a dynamic, vibrant and balanced intellectual property rights
system in India to:
0 foster creativity and innovation and thereby, promote entrepreneurship and
enhance socio-economic and cultural development, and
0 focus on enhancing access to healthcare, food security and environmental
protection, among other sectors of vital social, economic and technological
importance.
1 The Policy lays down seven Objectives as:

® Generate suarenessand actively g w Faciiats ndusty-scademia o = Provide financial benefits by way of
encourage knowiedge generation interface to encourage cross tax exemption and securitization
and its application through IP. fertilisation of ideas and foster IPR- using 1P assets, and leverage 1P
driven research and innovation assets as an economic tool.

y 4 A\

= special incentives for creation of
1PRs in green technologies and
energy efficient equipment.

u simplify the 1P rules to ensure
transparency and efficiency in the
practices of 17 offices.

= Increased focus on innovations
pertaining to cyber securiy.

u Technology transfer, know-how and
licensing framework

h y 4
= Apply technology based solutions to u Provide a platform to connect IR ® Department of industrial Promotion
combat piracy and counterfiting ownrs with potential buyers | andolicy (D1P?) 10 be the nodsl
— s agency for administration of 1P.
= Adjudicate 1P disputes through = EBxamine the feasibility of an 1R
commercial courts and promote Exchange. = Establish Cell for IPR Promotions

alternate dispute resolutions. and Management (CIPAM) for
managing IP assets.

Focus areas of National Intellectual Property Rights Policy

Societal perspective:
A future society that India should aspire to may be called “Society 5.0.” The
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term refers to a new society that represents the next stage after the hunting society
(Society 1.0), agricultural society (Society 2.0), industrial society (Society 3.0), and
information society (Society 4.0). It is defined as a human-centred society that
balances economic advancement with the resolution of social problems by a system
that highly integrates cyberspace (virtual space) and physical space (real space). All
people and things will be connected through IoT (Internet of Things) in Society 5.0,
enabling us to share various kinds of knowledge and information while creating
new values, and giving us the ability overcome issues and difficulties. Moreover,
artificial intelligence (AI) will allow us to obtain information when needed,
and technologies such as robotics and autonomous cars will help us overcome
issues such as a decreasing birthrate, aging population, local depopulation, and
the gap between the rich and poor. Through social reform (innovation), Society
5.0 is expected to create a forward-looking society that breaks down the existing
sense of stagnation, a society whose members have mutual respect for each other,
transcending the generations, and a society in which each and every person can
lead an active and enjoyable life.

In this society, the value of intellectual property (or information goods) is
expected to increase further. It will be more necessary than ever to promote the
correct understanding of intellectual property, the importance of creating new
intellectual property, respect for creators and proper use of the intellectual property
system to the entire nation. In other words, the need for education, dissemination
nd raising the awareness of intellectual property is growing, more than ever.

Business Perspective:

The centre of gravity of wealth creation has been changing over the past few
decades from tangible to intangible assets or, as rightly coined by Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), ‘’knowledge based capital.” As
India emerges as one of the fastest growing economies in the world and abundance
of unprotected knowledge as recognized by the policy, the time is ripe to leverage
upon the country’s knowledge-based assets to achieve inclusive and sustainable
economic growth.

In our view, the National IPR policy has rightly identified the growing role of
intellectual property in the knowledge economy, and has walked an extra mile to
address the IPR challenges during generation, protection, and commercialisation
of IP. To this end, it has addressed the anomalies in the existing framework and
has taken significant measures to balance the interests of individuals” rights with
the public interest. The policy may be used as a springboard by the stakeholders
to take a proactive measure to transform their innovation capabilities. The policy
also envisions the usage of intellectual assets as a “‘marketable financial asset’ and

an ‘economic tool’.
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The knowledge economy has transformed business processes by elevating the
role of innovation as the core production process and the main enabler of business
success. As a result, the role of the employee also changed. Employees in the
knowledge economy are required to do brainwork most of the time to incorporate
knowledge into new applications and innevate invent new products, processes,
and services. To a great extent the knowledge intensity of business processes
and the workforce is brought about by an increased demand in the market for
knowledge. The customers of the knowledge economy are knowledge thirsty,
creating more demand for knowledge intensive products. Knowledge gets cycled
and recycled through the innovation process to make new products, which in turn
increase the body of knowledge that gets fed again into the production process.

Intellectual Intellectual
Assets Capital

Positioning
Reputation
Branding
Relationships
Contracts

Intangible Assets © Coller IP 2015

Comprehending Intellectual capital Management (CICM) as a coherent
discipline with all this diversity may seem impossible. It would require
the expertise of the multi-disciplines involved: business, law, technology,
accountancy, industrial psychology, Management and Finance. But bringing all
these perspectives under a coherent model is not the main challenge confronting
ICM. The challenge is to understand the interplay between them and bring them
together in an effective way to enable an organization to realize, manage, and
leverage its intellectual capital effectively. The CICM approach integrates the
three management approaches—KM (Knowledge Management), IM (Innovation
Management), IAM/IPM (Intellectual Asset or Property Management)— while
recognizing that each has unique objectives, processes, strategies, and tools. One
of the functions of this institute, and perhaps the most important one, is to present
the CICM approach as an evolutionary stage of strategic business management for
the knowledge economy.
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Benefits and Core Objectives

1.

Imparting IP and Innovation Education: There is a need to uplift
the IP knowledge in India and ensure that our IPs are protected and
commercialized which is important for the growth of our country. The
aim of the Institute is to provide high quality education which prepares
students for further study and research in the field of IP and Innovation
and for a wide range of career opportunities in industry and commerce.
The Institute will impart various long and short term courses in IPR
with comprehensive curriculum which aligns to the need of the modern
industry. The Institute will not only impart IP education but also offer
consultancy services to companies and institutes and other bodies,
publish world class journals etc. The expert panel in the Institute will
also monitor, review and enhance educational provision to ensure that
it remains intellectually demanding and relevant to current needs of
industry.

Create Job Opportunities: The IP education will help to re-skill the
people of India and help create job market in India. The increase in
the IP education in India will also enable more companies to come
to India and invest, especially when they see a stronger IPR regime
in India. The Institute will aim at relating fundamental concepts to
practical applications, and providing students with the necessary skills
to function as responsible professionals. IPR education is extremely
crucial for the implementation of Digital India, Smart Cities and other
important programmes of GOI. These programmes require knowledge
of advanced IP based technologies which require very strong IPR regime
and IP protection and commercialization framework. The Institute will
aim in skilling people with this knowledge, identifying ideas/innovation,
protecting these innovations and enabling commercialization of the IPs
for the overall growth of our country.

Commercialization of Innovation and IP — The Institute will have
various departments which will evaluate ideas/assets/innovations and
IPRs from Govt. establishments and others and help commercialize the
IPs in the most appropriate manner which in turn will generate revenue,
growth and commercial and business opportunities for companies and
for our country. The commercialization framework will help create an
IP trading and brokerage framework and platform in our country. The
expert commercialization panel members of the Institute will bring in
advanced IP technologies to India on behalf of the Government from
around the world through appropriate licensing transactions.

Support to our Judiciary — The IPR experts and Legal experts who
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specialize on IP Laws will provide domain support to our judiciary
to speed up IP cases and judgments in our country. The expert panel
will also support our Govt. to implement best practices around IPR in
our country and harmonize our Laws and Practices with the rest of the
world. This will ensure FDI investments in our country.

5. Enable Start-ups ecosystem — The Institute will incubate new start-ups
which are based on cutting edge IP/technologies. In addition to this,
the Institute will support existing start-ups to protect, monetize and
commercialize the IP and maximize the utility of the innovation and IPs.
The Institute will work with start-ups to help them monetize their IP in
the international markets and create world class companies which will
create more job opportunities in India.

About education, dissemination and raising the awareness of intellectual
property

Intellectual property is the result of a broad range of creative human activities.
It is considered technical or business information, therefore it is difficult to see
the whole picture. For example, if we look at patents, the functions and methods
of rights acquisition differ greatly between machinery-related patents and
pharmaceutical patents. For machinery, a single product is made up of a complex
combination of numerous patented inventions, so if you decide to manufacture
and sell a product, you need to use various patents of others, and they need to
be mutually coordinated. To solve this, we need to standardize and to consider
a combination of a general-use part and a unique part. On the other hand, a
pharmaceutical product is usually composed of one or very few patents, and
therefore it is very important to own that patent right. This broad range of usage
styles must be established and operated as one single system.

In terms of a copyright, it arises naturally and various rights arise in different
situations. For example, if you look at a song, there is a lyric writer, a composer
and a singer. If you record the song, the record label will have the copyright, and
if you broadcast it on media, the broadcasting company will have a right. In such
cases, for example, whose permission should we obtain if we were to use a song at
a school festival?

As you can see, it would be very challenging to educate young people about
wide-ranging intellectual property and to correctly disseminate that information
to the public. Furthermore, education, dissemination and raising the awareness
of intellectual property need to be done in a way that enhances the motivation to
create new intellectual property. In Japan, standards are established based on the
School Education Act to ensure that a certain level of education is equally provided
throughout the country, and each school creates its curriculum based on those
standards. The standards state that the curriculum is to “foster creativity in each
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development phase as a source of new discovery and concepts.”

However, we cannot foster creativity by simply providing knowledge or by
teaching skills, and there are currently no established education techniques in
this regard.To promote education, dissemination and raising the awareness of
intellectual property, it is essential to develop educators and human resources
who can accomplish these tasks. However, the only training that school teachers
currently receive is related to basic academic skills. As a result, most teachers have
the same level of knowledge about this new territory of intellectual property as the
general public. It would take a considerable amount of time and work to increase
the knowledge of the majority of educators to a level where they can educate
young people.

Efforts toward education, dissemination and raising awareness as part of strategy
to become an intellectual property-based nation
In light of these difficult challenges, and as the nation strives to become
an “intellectual property-based nation,” the government has indicated three
directions in the “Intellectual Property Strategic Programme 2016” and started
taking relevant measures. The three directions are:
Implementation of systematic education focused on cultivating each person
as human capital for developing and using intellectual property,
Fostering the development of creativity which emphasizes the use of
communal connections and knowledge, and
Achieving collaboration with local communities and society (construction
of a support system via industry-academia-government collaboration).
Furthermore, the following three initiatives were established in the “Intellectual
Property Strategic Programme 2017,” and these initiatives will be undertaken in
the future.
Promotion of Education about Intellectual Property in Schools and
Universities
Construction of an Educational Support System in Partnership with Local
Governments and Communities
Infrastructure Development for Intellectual Property Education and
Raising awareness.

The author is a professor in W.B. National University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata




Deben Bhattacharya : Traveller of the Tune
Sugata Guha (1983)

unknown city in twilight”,wrote a man one evening in September 1955

when the city of Ljubljana in erstwhile Yugoslavia unfolded herself
before his eyes. But he was not there as a wide-eyed tourist. He was in a Bedford
milk van that had been converted into a caravan, with his tape recorder, a
Frenchman and an Englishman for company and the dream of an epic journey in
his mind.

To Deben Bhattacharya, it was a journey that would define his life, as the eternal
gypsy who dreamt of doing what no one had done before.

Born in an orthodox Bengali Brahmin family in Varanasi in 1921, his traditional
upbringing brought out the rebel in Bhattacharya and by the time he was sixteen,
he had already attempted to run away more than once. The restless young man
had heard a call he could not define but could not ignore either.

It was the call of music, an obsession that would change his life forever. Varanasi
being a hub of Hindusthani classical music, a number of accomplished musicians
was part of his family circle. Through them, Bhattacharya experienced the magic
of various ragas. It awakened in him a lifelong curiosity to explore the journey of
music.

And he jumped headlong into it,-combing the libraries of Varanasi for early
musical texts, in the process acquiring an exceptional understanding of classical
Indian culture. As his creative faculties blossomed, Bhattacharya learned Sanskrit,
Hindi and English, writing poems in his native Bengali and translating traditional
and contemporary Indian poetry.

But it was the wider world that fascinated this intrepid young man. During
the Second World War, through two of his European acquaintances, he met a
young officer in the Royal Engineers, Alan Colquhoun, who assured him of a job
in England. So, in the winter of 1949, Bhattacharya found himself in Tilbury near
London, working in the post office. It was a job that neither suited his temperament,
nor his acumen. But he had one constant companion to while away the hours —
BBC radio.

“We have a relationship of 200 years, but it is unimaginable that BBC has no
programmes on Indian music.” Bhattacharya had shot off a letter to the programme
directors of BBC, with little or no expectation of a reply. But only a few days later,
BBC replied, stating that they were very interested in meeting Bhattacharya. It was
an interview that would, once again, change his life.

Now, he was an associate producer of Indian music for BBC radio programmes,
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with a mandate to create short episodes introducing Indian music to the British
audience. With a lot of trepidation, he produced his first episode, a short
introduction to Indian classical music. It was an unqualified triumph. The traveller
of the tune had begun his unforgettable journey.

In 1954, Bhattacharya returned to India to record folk music, and went back
with a treasure trove that included songs of the Bauls, the travelling and singing
bard-ascetics of Bengal. In his words, they were ‘God’s vagabonds’, and the
mesmerising voices of Nabanidas Baul and his young son Purnadas Baul travelled,
for the very first time, beyond the shores of India.

It was in 1955 that Bhattacharya went back once again. This time, it was through
an epic journey across continents, like a traveller browsing through ancient lands,
gathering priceless nuggets of music for the world to revel in. With him were Henri
Anneville, a French journalist and Colin Glennie, an English architect. Together,
they travelled in a converted milk van through Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey,
Iraq, Jordan, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan and finally through India— A12,000 km
long odyssey ofliving an improbable dream. Henri left soon after and Bhattacharya
continued with Colin. It was an age before ultra-light portable recording devices;
so with him was his Gaumont-Kaleespool tape recorder that weighed around 35
kilos, a device that needed to be powered by car batteries.

It was a journey fraught with problems and dangers. But like two young
explorers going into uncharted waters, the two men ventured on, befriending
people, cultures, customs and emerging with a worldview that very few are
privileged to experience.

From the haunting azaan, the muezzin’s call for prayer in Iran, to Turkish love
songs, Syrian psalms, Bedouin ballads from Jordan and wedding songs from
Punjab, Bhattacharya brought back an extraordinary bounty of world music. In
the inhospitable desert, according to Bhattacharya, “...there were no flowers, but
there was the perfume of melody all around.”

Some parts of the journey were difficult. Early on, Bhattacharya and Glennie
passed through Istanbul, where violent mobs had recently attacked the city’s
Greek and Jewish minority. The atmosphere was tense; it reminded Bhattacharya
of riots he had experienced in India before her independence. He remarked: “I
disliked Istanbul as I disliked myself for being so badly affected by it. I forgot that
no nation in the world is free from fanaticism.”

During the journey Bhattacharya recorded over 40 hours of music, some of
which would be released on the 1956 LP Music on the Desert Road: A Sound Travelogue.
With this journey, he changed the way people listened to music from around the
world. Frank Zappa, in an interview in 1993 said, “Actually, I think my playing is
more derived from Eastern music, Indian music...for years I had something called
‘Music On The Desert Road’...I used to listen to that all the time.”
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Being a gypsy at heart, his tryst with these free spirits in Jordan and Rajasthan
resulted in some extraordinary moments that have always remained close to his
heart. He thought of the gypsies as a unique culture that was often misunderstood.
In his own words, “Gypsy music is a myth...Whatever melody he may choose to
play on a given occasion, the gypsy will stamp it with his own personality, and
individuality derived from his own community.”

The journey was life-changing for Bhattacharya. Apart from recording music,
he became an avid photographer and kept a travel diary where he wrote about the
people he met and his experiences, thoughts that would later find expression in
the book ‘Paris to Calcutta — Men and Music on The Desert Road’, published after
his death. ——| |

In  the  1960s, o
Bhattacharya turned his
hand to documentary
filmmaking, and soon
had a bouquet of excellent
films that gave us a peek
into the traditional music
of India, China and South-
east Asia. His penchant
for recording in the proper
milieu was set in stone.
His wife, Jharna Bose
Bhattacharya, observes,
“Another impression one had about his work was his search for authenticity...he
would record a wedding song at a marriage ceremony, harvest songs in the fields
or the chanting of mevlud at a funeral.”

During the liberation movement of Bangladesh in 1971, Bhattacharya was in
Calcutta, recording songs that today occupy pride of place in a museum in Dhaka
as part of Bangladesh’s national heritage.

In 2001, this poet, writer and pioneering ethnomusicologist passed away in
Paris, leaving behind about 400 hours of audio recordings of music, more than
15,000 photographs, twenty-two documentary films and several books.But to many
of his admirers, he leaves behind the ballad of a restless heart, a curious gypsy that
gave us a different and humane view of misrepresented countries, introducing us
to their rich cultural history. He gave us a glimpse into the mysterious heart of
music that transcends the ordinary, through a life that still resonates among many.

The journey of Deben Bhattacharya, the gypsy from Varanasi, continues.

The author is an Advertising profesional and Lyricist
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The Blue & White Boys on the

Sweet Bengal Trains
Subrato Chaudhuri (1987)

of 1985!

In the past few days,
the mercury had kissed 110°
Fahrenheit. = Hurriedly, the
school authority announced
the much-cherished Summer
Vacation!

Jugular, a group of boarding
school boys was heading home
from their serene school campus
at Purulia to the hilly towns
of North Bengal. The boys
look elated as if they were just
liberated on parole!

Purulia then (albeit, till date)
boasted two of India’s prestigious public schools — a missionary Ramakrishna
Mission School and, the other, a squaddie-grooming regimented Sainik school.

As the students embarked upon a 500-mile home-going journey, they lugged
their book-loaded heavy trunks, changing trains with five layovers. They hopped
from one train to another, only to alight a few stations away, before hopscotching
into a connecting train.

Purulia town proudly showcased Honeydew —a sweet delicacy, one couldn’t
spot alike, elsewhere, to date.

Quintessentially, Honeydew is a flavoured cheesy chhena — a lump of mildly
caramelized solid-milk ball slowly simmered in the sugary syrup and with an
emanating whiff of orange-lavender aroma. In the sweetshop adjacent to Purulia
Railway station, the boys wolfed down a few more mouthfuls. It was a quick
treat in the hour of retreat to their home. Once inside their mouth, the squishy
Honeydew got melted, craving to swallow one more; for a paltry 50 paise, they
would swallow one more gulp of honeydew; and then, one more! It was a piece
of quaint gastronomic music; a pure epicurean joy for their salivating taste buds.

Adra Junction, the next major railway station, had a swath of confectioneries
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an Indian railway traveller could imagine in the 1980’s — cream rolls, veg patties,
pastries, hot muffins and croissants. The food stalls on the platform were exuding
a fruity aroma, atypical of bakery and patisserie. The ravenous teens got busy
pigging out over the pastries and in licking the dripping creamy fondants off their
fingers.

As the train halted at a nondescript railway station, the harried passengers ran
pell-mell to the drinking water taps. They jostled one another, trying to fill one’s
bottle first. An able-bodied man held the head of the iron faucet with all the might
he had in his left arm, and, a peevish bottle, in his right. A feeble water thread was
dripping into his canister, and a contingent of impatient passengers was screaming
behind him to hurry up. Utter pandemonium! The tap water stank of saline and
tasted bland. The burly man emerged triumphant, with his all-gleaning smile
touching his earlobes.

“Kw000000...w00...w00...,” the coal-run engine screamed repeatedly,
billowing plumes of dark smoke and puking coal dust into the air. The mail train
Guard waved his green flag, popping his head out of his rear-of-the-train cabin.
As the train trundled wearily, the boys ran frantically to board the carriage. They
returned empty-handed. Vanquished-laden thirst made them doubly thirsty.

“Shingaraaaaaa... garam Shingara, a1, a1 fri1,” yelled a vendor to the top
of his lung power, with a bamboo basket on his head.

The train was entering Howrah, the riverside gateway to the city then called
Calcutta. Shingara is the Bengali version of Samosa and is stuffed with mashed
and spiced-up potato and fried cauliflower, and then, deep-fried in oil and served
with finger-licking tomato sauce. Ten pieces for a rupee; nothing beats them in
price and taste. The boys snacked on, nibbling gingerly.

“Muri, Jhaal muri, Jf@, 91T J(@,” yelled another frail-looking purveyor.

The puffed rice, Muri, was sprinkled with pungent mustard oil, chillies,
scallions, pepper and chilli powder; pungent enough to bring water in eyes and
nose. Topped with ajulienned coconut meat stick, and served in a newspaper cone,
the piquant Jhaalmuri was ubiquitous across the Bengal trains and had resisted
any changes in taste and flavour, for ages! The boys washed down a cone each,
throwing the puffed rice into their mouths.

Sooner, another vendor screamed, “Fuchka, Fuchka, Fuchka, ek Takay kuri
(20)—ta., T, o, Fol, S GIFR FEGI.”

Fuchka is the Bengali version of Panipuri or Golgappa, fried paper-thin flour
balls stuffed with hot and spicy mashed potato, sprinkled with chopped chillies &
oily onion and filled with tangy tamarind-and lemon-water.

“Get every one of us 20 fuchkas each,” one of the boys ordered for all his mates.

As the vendor served them the Fuchka, one-on-one, in sal-leaf platters, scooping
and filling each Fuchka with lemon water out of his pitcher, the boys cheerfully
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stomached them down.

“Please get us one dry one, as gratis! NI FC T+, WATA,” one of the boys
pleaded persistently, after swallowing twenty acorns.

The seller smilingly obliged at the binge-end and got them two fuchkas, instead
of one.

“Hobe na ki ek ta kore Mishti Doi, Khoka Babura?” 21 7 @361 33 58 w2,
(IFIE?” a vendor gleefully coaxed, tempting the juveniles.

Yummy sweet yogurt — with splashes of aromatic date palm jaggery, served
in an earthen pot and with a banana-leaf-rib spoon — left a permanent impression,
especially with the sweet-tooths.

“Kachagolla, Kachagolla!” As one skinny vendor screamed, the freshly baked
Kachagolla vanished faster in the mouths than they were baked.

As the boys peregrinated to the north, off Howrah station, the flaky Shoan
Papri — a vendor hawked at Kanchrapara station — would often crumble in the
fingers, even before melting in the mouth and leaving them with a half-satiated
craving.

Much to the amusement of the adolescent ears, one vendor parodied, “Debo
naaki, chhaal chhaariye, Nuun maakhiye?” (vt T 7ot RIS, = WfAta? He sold
peeled, salted and sliced cucumber!

On the train caravan, Rasogolla, mouth-watering Chanachur, Rajbhog and
crunchy Papad topped with sprinkled onion brought in a zingy olfactory thrill in
them.

Blurp! Blurp! Blurp! It’s a clear signal of gastronomic satisfaction. An imminent
recess was in their binge eating, but only to begin sooner.

On the train, the boys sat huddled in a general class compartment. Other
passengers squatted on the floor, crowding the alleys to the toilet, even sleeping
on the upper luggage rack, snoring blissfully. The wind was gushing in through
the windows, which they felt was a big bonus compared to their ceiling fan-devoid
hostels.

No sooner the mail train crawled onto Malda railway station, the platform
started buzzing with the hawkers” humming narratives, “Maldar Aam, Aam satto,
Aamer Achar, S SI¥, SINTG, ST 5.

For the uninitiated, these were the famous mango leather and salty mango
pickle. A bevy of hawkers teeming in the platforms pushed their products in,
four hawkers with pickle bottles in their both hands, each pleading and soliciting,
through the train window grills. Their skinny hands dangled near the boys” noses
that couldn’t go amiss with the aroma of the saliva-inducing condiments.

Then, Malda station had a unique aroma; the aroma of mango, succulent
Lychee, and crisp-fried fish. Some rustled up omelette on a frying pan, breaking
eggs and mixing with onion, scallion and salt. A few deep-fried fish and served to
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the hungry passengers along with lashings of fish curry on a mound of steamed
rice, saffron-tinged free-flowing potato gravy, mango pickle, and high-scoville
green chillies. All for a mere Indian fiver!

“Chaye Cha, Chaye cha, BIGX bI, 5ICX 51,” the sing-song tune of the hawkers with
an aluminium kettle on a burning portable box oven and the warm smell of the
Dooars tea woke up the snoozy boys at Kishangunj railway station.

“Yuck!” said one of the boys, after tasting the insipid watery tea. Their hostel tea
was way better! Hurriedly, he threw the earthen tumbler out through the window.

Another vendor’s screaming for “Ram Pyari Chai, % 2RI BICF,” created
giggles wanton among the boys, even in the first-daylight-peeping dawn.

“Dim, Dim, Dim, Boiled Dim, Do khao, to nehi jana padega Gym, fow, fom, fox
TS O, @ Ae, (of (@2 @ 7wl f&” another hawker whispered on the train
alley. He peeled and cut boiled eggs into two pieces with a cotton thread between
his fingers, before unashamedly discarding the eggshells under the passengers’
seats, where it secularly got mixed with the peanut shells.

Being porous to the Nepal Border, New Jalpaiguri — monikered as NJP — had
myriad of fancied imported-through-India-Nepal-border foods: flavoured and
pliant Candies, Lotte Chewing Gums — not available on the train anywhere in
India.

Once off NJP, mercury quite down this side, the train compartment started
humming with, “Chamcham, Chamcham, daanaadaar chamcham, B3B3, BB,
VIS, D!

Special mention went for the ever-smiling, barefooted sweet-seller clad in a
half-sleeved and frayed-in-his-armpit Kurta and a soiled dhoti worn up to his
stout knees. He sold mouth-watering Kalakand, scrumptious Chamcham around
Dhupguri railway station, for over fifty years. He purveyed sweets, ferrying on
the moving trains and skilfully balancing his aluminium can over his gamchha
towel-wrapped head. His resplendent face, with a glistening sandalwood tilak on
his forehead, always exuded a greeting spirit. The aroma of the sweets he sold and
his infectious pleasant smiles got ingrained intact on the palate and the memory of
the school-returning boys.

After having an uninterrupted train food binge, tasting thirty different
sumptuous items and, of course, becoming poorer by seventy rupees, — a princely
sum in those days — the boarding school boys were home with an ecstatic delight.

They realized that the foods sold on the trains not only have a unique flavour
and fragrance, but earthy music and soothing cadence, too. They realized that food
is the manifestation of The Almighty. Food is the real God. All the Sun, Sunlight,
photosynthesis, the lengthy reaction of Glucose 6CO, + 6H,0 - CH O, + 60,
taught in the classroom is His work to keep mundane humankind, alive. Varied
taste in a myriad of food is just His handiwork to save us from the food ennui!
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Many of the above scenes at the railway stations were amiss during the
lockdown because of the Covid pandemic. At times, the railway stations were
desolated or without a crowd. The hawkers were not encouraged onto the
platforms either. Passengers were scared to eat off the vendors, on the excuse of
hygiene and contagion.

Over the past four decades, the Indian Railway stations, too, got much gentrified
with snazzy food stalls that now serve warm and pre-packed foods, wrapped in
aluminium foils. The major stations have shimmering vapour lamps and gleaming
escalators. The stations are cleaner. The lounges became squeaky clean.

The earlier vignette of the hundreds of hawkers across the length of the train,
their scouting for buyers under their kerosene-lit lamps — $*, cupi in local lingo —
are missing nowadays. The hawkers’ tossing of piping hot omelettes, their serving
of paper-thin rotis, their home-made vegetable curry whose watery gravy would
often spill off the newspaper tray they served upon, their animated chatters, the
platform cacophony —all these are missing at today’s Indian Railway platforms.

Instead, now, cleaner platforms are there, with a marked miss of the humane
touch of those humble hawkers. The passengers, too, are engrossed in their hand
phones, with a minimal interaction among them. It's a behavioural and digital
metamorphosis, indeed.

Is it a bane in disguise, or the desired evolution, or is it a fait accompli?

**Subrato, a 1987 Madhyamik batch passout and a Director with an Indian Public Sector Unit, is
available at subuchow@yahoo.com for comments.
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targeted radionuclide therapy in Cancer, with multiple therapeutic
radiopharmaceuticals examined and translated into clinical practice.

Radioiodine therapy with I-131 for thyroid cancer has developed to be the
cornerstone of management of thyroid cancer and some benign conditions
(hyperthyroidism), since its first introduction more than 70 years ago. The first
therapy was undertaken by Saul Hertz in The Massachusetts General Hospital
in 1941: the year 2016, marked the 75th anniversary of Dr. Saul Hertz first using
radioiodine to treat a patient with thyroid disease. The principle of I-131 treatment
is based upon expression of the sodium iodide symporter (NIS) symporter pump,
an integral membrane protein residing in the basolateral membrane of thyroid
epithelial cells, which symports two sodium ions for every iodide ion, which leads
to 20-40-fold concentration of iodine in the thyroid gland compared to its plasma
concentration.

Presently, a vast majority of patients of differentiated thyroid cancer (DTC) and
hyperthyroidism are treated with this agent successfully. The clinical examples
of 3 patients of differentiated thyroid cancer are illustrated in figures 1-3. In
the first patient this was used for ‘residual or remnant thyroid ablation’ post-
thyroidectomy, the 2nd patient was a case of DTC with lung metastasis, while the
3" patient was DTC with skeletal metastasis, for which adjuvant I-131 treatment
produced excellent results even in patients with advanced metastatic disease and
producing complete response to administered I-131 treatment.
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Case 1. Radioiodine Ablation of Neck Residue in Differentiated Thyroid Cancer
Fig 1 in PPT: 1* Slide
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Case 1. A 59 year old female with follicular variantof papillary thyroid i Total i 25/09/2021

and was referred for Radio-lodine ablation.
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Case History & Figure 1.

A 59-years-old female with follicular variant of papillary thyroid carcinoma,
underwent total thyroidectomy in September 2021 and was referred for disease
evaluation and radio-lodine ablation.

1mCiI-131 diagnostic scan (left panel) and post-treatment scan (middle panel)
showing abnormal tracer uptake in the neck (thyroid bed) representing remnant
thyroid tissue post-surgery, which is completely resolved in the scan done 6
months after I-131 therapy.

Case 2. Radioiodine Therapy in Differentiated Thyroid Cancer with Pulmonary
Metastases

Fig 2 in PPT: 2™ Slide
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Case 2. A 32-years-old male with differentiated papillary thyroid carcinoma, classical type with lymph node and bilateral
lung metastases. He underwent total thyroidectomy bilateral nodal dissection on 26/12/2019 & was considered for
adjuvant Radio-lodine therapy.

The 1% post-treatment scan (left panel) shows abnormal radioiodine concentration in thyroid bed and bilateral lungs. The
2nd post-treatmentscan (middle panel) demonstrates resolution of thyroid bed uptake and partial response of bilateral
lung lesions. The diagnostic scan after 1 year of 2™ therapy (right panel) shows complete resolution of all lesions. The
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A 32-years-old male with differentiated papillary thyroid carcinoma, classical
type with lymph node and bilateral lung metastases. He underwent total
thyroidectomy bilateral nodal dissection in December 2019 and was considered
for adjuvant Radio-lodine therapy.

The 1% post-treatment 1-131 scan (left panel) shows abnormal radioiodine
concentration in thyroid bed and bilateral lungs. The 2" post-treatment scan
(middle panel) demonstrates resolution of thyroid bed uptake and partial response
of bilateral lung lesions. The diagnostic scan after 1 year of 2™ therapy (right
panel) shows complete resolution of all lesions. The tumor-marker stimulated
thyroglobulin (Tg) showed serial decrease from 9.43 ng/ml (pre-therapy) to 0.4 ng/
ml (1 year after 2"! Radioiodine therapy).

Case 3. Radioiodine Therapy in Differentiated Thyroid Cancer with Bone
Metastases

Fig 3 in PPT: 3" & 4™ Slides
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Case 3. A 65-year-old male, case of carcinoma thyroid with skeletal metastases, was referred to for adjuvant RAI therapy with 1-131.
The pre-operative FDG-PET/CT in 2020 showed primary tumour in the right lobe of thyroid with ic right cervical and iastinal nodes.

Also there was evidence of skeletal metastasis in right 3 rib and left iliac bone. Total thyroidectomy & Lymph node dissection was undertaken in
October 2020.

The 1 mCi diagnostic 1-131 scan (left panel) shows abnormal tracer uptake in thyroid bed (red arrow), right upper mediastinum (blue
arrow), right side of chest -3 rib (yellow arrow), pelvis left side (green arrow). The LD scan after 6 months of therapy (middle panel)
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Case History and Figures.
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A 65-year-old male, case of carcinoma thyroid with skeletal metastases, was
referred to for adjuvant RAI therapy with I-131.

The pre-operative FDG-PET/CT in 2020 showed primary tumour in the
right lobe of thyroid with metastatic right cervical and mediastinal nodes. Also
there was evidence of skeletal metastasis in right 3™ rib and left iliac bone. Total
thyroidectomy & Lymph node dissection was undertaken in October 2020.

The 1 mCi diagnostic I-131 scan (left panel) shows abnormal tracer uptake in
thyroid bed (red arrow), right upper mediastinum (blue arrow), right side of chest
-3 rib (yellow arrow), pelvis left side (green arrow). The LD scan after 6 months
of therapy (middle panel) demonstrates resolution of lesions in right upper
mediastinum, pelvis and decrease in tracer uptake on right rib lesion while thyroid
bed lesion showed persistent tracer uptake. The repeat diagnostic after 1 year of 2
RAI therapy showed no abnormal foci of tracer uptake. The stimulated Tg showed
serial decrease from 417 ng/ml (during baseline 1 mCi scan) ---> 109.1ng/ml (1*
LDS) ---> 0.9 ng/ml (2nd LDS).

Receptor over-expression in Tumors as Target has been a major development in
the field of Nuclear Theranostics: two developments where this has found immense
success are: (a) [68Ga]Ga-DOTATATE /*’Lu-DOTATATE based theranostics and
somatostatin receptor based targeted radionuclide therapy known as ‘peptide
receptor radionuclide therapy” (PRRT) in metastatic and advanced neuroendocrine
tumors and (b) [68Ga]Ga-/[177Lu]Lu-PSMA-based theranostics and peptide
receptor radioligand therapy (PRLT) in metastatic castration resistant prostate
carcinoma (mCRPC).

The term ‘Theranostics’ implies combining diagnostic and therapeutic
capabilities into a single agent. In simplistic terms, Theranostics is defined as
“Treat what you see & See what you treat”. The aim is to develop more specific,
individualized therapies for various diseases in clinics, which has made definite
contribution in clinical oncology practice.

[68Ga]Ga-/[177Lu]lLu-PSMA-based theranostics and "Lu-PSMA-617 peptide
receptor radioligand therapy (PRLT) in Metastatic/Advanced Prostate Cancer

Prostate cancer is the second most common cancer in men worldwide with a
high incidence of skeletal metastases in the disease course. Multiple molecules have
been developed targeting prostate specific membrane antigen (PSMA) receptors
on metastatic prostate cancer like PSMA-11, PSMA-617, PSMA-1007, DCFPyL,
and so on. With these ligands labelled with radioisotopes metastatic prostate
cancer is imaged with high sensitivity using the PSMA-specific molecules labelled
with positron emitters like ®*Ga and '*F, while the treatment (peptide receptor
radioligand therapy or PRLT) is undertaken by these molecules tagged with
beta or alpha emitting radioisotopes like '”Lu or **Ac, with resulting therapeutic
radiopharmaceuticals, ’Lu-PSMA-617 and **Ac-PSMA-617. An example of PSMA
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targeted treatment & its efficacy is illustrated in Case 4.
Case 4. Prostate Specific Membrane Antigen (PSMA) based radioligand therapy (PRLT)
with ’Lu-PSMA-617 in metastatic castration resistant prostate carcinoma (mCRPC)

Fig 4 in PPT: 5" Slide
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orchidectomcy in 2017 and was on hormonal therapy. The patient was referred for PSMA therapy as disease progression on hormonal
therapy (was not fit for chemotherapy).

Serial 6Ga-PSMA-11 PET/CT showed decrease in number of skeletal lesions followed by complete resolution after 3rd cvcle of 77Lu-

Case History and Figures.

A patient of metastatic castration resistant prostatic carcinoma (mCRPC), with
Gleason’s score 5+4=9 on histopathology, diagnosed in 2017, underwent bilateral
orchidectomcy in 2017 and was put on hormonal therapy. The patient was referred
for considering PSMA targeted therapy in view of disease progression on hormonal
therapy (he was not fit for chemotherapy).

The figure 4 shows serial ®*Ga-PSMA-11 PET/CT demonstrating decrease in
number of skeletal lesions followed by complete resolution after 3rd cycle of "Lu-
PSMA-617 treatment. The patient reported complete resolution of bone pain and
improved quality of life.
7Lu-DOTATATE Peptide Receptor Radionuclide Therapy (PRRT) in Metastatic
Neuroendocrine Tumors (NET)

The somatostatin receptors (SSTRs) are over-expressed in a variety of NETs
which can be imaged or treated by SSTR targeting ligand molecules and their
forme-fruste like DOTA tagged with positron-emitting radioisotopes as ®*Ga using
linker molecule (also known as bi-functional chelates), with resulting compounds
such as DOTATOC, DOTANOC & DOTATATE. Thus, while the SSTR targeted PET/
CT imaging of the NETs is achieved by the radiopharmaceuticals like ®*Ga-DOTA-
TATE/®*Ga-DOTA-NOC, the therapeutic molecular targeting is accomplished
by the therapeutic counterparts, like ””Lu and *Y and used for the treatment of
this class of tumors in their advanced stages: the treatment modality is termed as
Peptide Receptor Radionuclide Therapy (PRRT). An example of efficacy of ""Lu-
DOTATATE PRRT is illustrated in Figure 5.
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Targeted Radionuclide Treatment and Theranostics in Cancer: A few illustrative examples

Fig 5 in PPT: 5" Slide

%8Ga-DOTATATE PET-CT : Baseline and follow-up during 77Lu-DOTATATE treatment cycles

Pre PRRT After2# PRRT After 4% PRRT

Case 5. A 52-year-old male, case of ic rectal ine tumor (NET), ted with mass and bleeding per-rectum. The
histopathology report was suggestive of Grade Il rectal NET with Mib-1 index of 10-12%.

The pre-PRRT Ga-DOTATATE PET/CT shows SSTR expressing primary rectal lesion (red arrow), metastatic right internal iliac node
(green arrow), mesenteric deposit (yellow arrow), liver metastases (arange, blue arrow), right 4th rib (black arrow).

Case History and Figure 5.

A 52-year-old male, case of metastatic rectal Neuroendocrine tumor (NET),
presented with mass and bleeding per-rectum. The histopathology report was
suggestive of Grade II rectal NET with Mib-1 index of 10-12%.

The pre-PRRT *®*Ga-DOTATATE PET/CT shows SSTR expressing primary rectal
lesion (red arrow), metastatic right internal iliac node (green arrow), mesenteric
deposit (yellow arrow), liver metastases (orange, blue arrow), right 4th rib (black
arrow).

The follow-up serial *Ga-DOTATATE PET/CT shows significant decrease in
size and SSTR expression of the primary with resolution of all the SSTR expressing
lesions except for a single liver metastasis (which has showed decrease in size)
after the 4™ cycle. There was complete resolution of symptoms after 4 cycles of
PRRT.

In addition to the aforementioned 2 newly developed treatments, development
in theranostics have resulted in newer accomplishments in the therapeutic nuclear
medicine expanding its horizon such as evolution of the (a) a-emitting radionuclides
for treatment demonstrating high cell-killing efficiencies, (b) transarterial
radioembolization (TARE) for liver tumors (such as unresectable hepatocellular
carcinoma), (c) radioimmunotherapy employing (i) *'I/"”Lu-DOTA-Rituximab
(Treatment of relapsed follicular, mantle cell, or other lymphomas) and (ii) "’Lu-
trastuzumab (HER2 or Erb2/neu positive metastatic/advanced breast malignancies).

In summary, in this short discourse, we have explored a few major clinical
applications of targeted radionuclide therapy (both traditional and newer
applications) with 1-131 and 177Lutetium based radiopharmaceuticals through
illustrative case examples. It is expected that with newer radiopharmaceuticals,
this very well-tolerated and efficacious treatment approach would be more popular

in cancer patients.
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Safer Internet — By the People,
of the People, for the People

Dr. Partha Das Chowdhury (1993)

National Research Center on Privacy, Harms and Adversarial Influence Online
University of Bristol, England

prevailing over so many. For example, Bible was controlled by the church:

they were encoded in Latin and often kept chained. This meant that very many
believed what a very few wanted them to believe. However, movable type printing
by Johannes Gensfleisch zur Laden zum Gutenberg destroyed this monopoly of a
few over the minds of so many. Tyndale translated the New Testament in 1524-5
and before he was executed some 50,000 copies were printed which were enough
to challenge the religious abuses of centuries.

The Internet as an innovation can be seen as powerful as movable printing
press if not more in transforming our lives and connecting us with every corner of
this planet. Digital participation is critical to our shared access to many essential
services, such as education and healthcare. The times we live in, it won’t be
an exaggeration if we say the Internet is as much a public utility as healthcare,
transport, and education. While there are public debates on safer roads and safer
communities; the debate on online safety has gained considerable traction over
the past several years. In this brisk ramble we will try to understand what can go
wrong and how to protect ourselves.

Common Harms:—

“Catch me if you can” — A common complaint is fraud over the Internet leading
to loss of money, reputation, and physical property. Many of us are familiar
with victims being duped to share their banking one-time passwords and other
sensitive details by thieves pretending to be calling from banks or legitimate
financial organizations. The usual bait is to tell the victims that they will lose access
to services or there is a complaint against them, and they need to act now.

“The Internet says so” — While interactions move online and there is increased
reliance on information found on the Internet, we have seen the devastating
consequences on democracy, social life and perhaps every aspect of our collective
being. Misinformation and disinformation is an industry in itself now and engaged
in manufacturing false information to feed unsuspecting citizens through social
media and messengers like WhatsApp.

“False Dmitry I” — Dmitry pretended and ruled as Tsar before he was
imprisoned and killed for treason. The Internet makes it far easier; a perpetrator
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can steal information belonging to a victim across continents and pretend to be
the victim. A simple Google search reveals even minute details about individuals
that were nearly impossible to gather in the pre-Internet days. Dmitry still needed
to gain the trust of people in the real world who knew the victim he was trying to
impersonate, which is not the case on the Internet.

There are no free lunches — A lure of free games and content can be dangerous.
Scammers and malicious actors exploit users who look for free versions of their
games or content. There areinstances when people havelost money and/or scammed
in other ways. Then there are romance scams, phishing emails (pretending to be
from banks), rent scams, so on and so forth.

A few useful tips:—

Presence of a Capable Guardian — While we aim to reduce the cognitive load on the
user to protect themselves against motivated online offenders, we do recommend
building upon our inherent tendencies to negotiate with our surroundings. In
routine activity theory, in criminology, the presence of the capable guardian can
reduce crime even where there is a motivated offender and a suitable victim. We
can reduce crime against ourselves by improving our observation skills. They
can be flagging of any unwanted advances by strangers towards children and/
or parents taking note of increased internet activity by children or having default
lens cover for all devices with cameras. These are not necessarily precursors to
illegal activity but worth taking note of. If we encourage participants to report
any absence of normal, they notice, without automatically escalating them, this
encourages an environment of alertness without panic. There are effective ways to
maintain an environment of alertness among citizens; they range from awareness
drives, safety clinics and use of games to detect the presence of abnormal.

Use Educational Security Games — Security and privacy games are useful
learning tools to understand the risk landscape. Datak and Immaculacy are good
examples of games that educate about online privacy through role playing. Data
Defenders teach teenagers about the harmful consequences of sharing information
online. The CyberSprinters game and resources by the National Cyber Security
Center UK is a useful resource as well.

We Should Not be Driven by Fear — Studies conducted with citizens
(including information technology professionals) report widespread presence
of fear and paranoia. Fear can impede our ability to make rational decisions. In
2018, police helicopters were scrambled after reports of a child kidnapped in broad
daylight. After seven hours of police investigation and blanket media coverage,
the kidnapper contacted the authorities to declare that he was not a kidnapper,
and the child was actually his daughter'.

1. https://letgrow.org/kidnapping-false-alarm-news
2. https://www.schneier.com/essays/archives/2010/05/worst-case_thinking.html
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This is an example of how the rapid spread of hysteria can result in the
inappropriate use of resources — if we expect ordinary citizens to play an active
role in protecting themselves, we risk an unrealistic assessment of threats and
consequent inappropriate responses This is especially true in online spaces, where
the internet criminal is a faceless entity who may well be skilled in presenting
themselves as legitimate. We cannot reasonably expect citizens to know the modus
operandi of criminals, or how apps harvest data — protection mechanisms, during
the design phase, must make a reasoned scrutiny of the skills of users and adjust
their expectations of user-based assessments accordingly. It is worth noting here
that platforms like Google and Apple do have mechanisms in place to assess user
reports of abuse and/or threats.

The Moral Obligation of Protection Mechanisms — The design of protection
mechanisms is often done without consulting the needs and abilities of the
communities and groups who will be using these technologies. This inadvertent
exclusion tends to disproportionately affect those who fall outside our conception
of abody and mind of the user (those with less privilege). Consequently, protection
mechanisms fail to fulfil their moral obligations.

In 2019, when deciding on whether a person has the capacity to take proper
decisions regarding the internet and social media use, a judge in the United
Kingdom observed®: 'T do not envisage that the precise details or mechanisms of the
privacy settings need to be understood, but P should be capable of understanding
that they exist and be able to decide (with support) whether to apply them.” This
statement is instructive in how an evaluation of the mental and physical ability of
the applicants is critical in understanding whether an individual (i.e., P) would be
able to use the privacy mechanisms provided.

Involving a diverse range of users with differing abilities and experience in
the design stage of such a mechanism would better safeguard the needs of all
individuals — in the above case, the individual was neither physically nor mentally
capable of using his social media privacy settings correctly, meaning that he did
not have equal access to safe and private browsing, which becomes a matter
of injustice. As a general insight, the focus during design should be to develop
technologies that all users are able to use in the manner they can and they value.

Co-design Systems with Citizens — Systems have been traditionally built
on tendentious assumptions driven by the point of view of providers on what is
right for their users. This entails making flawed assumptions about users -- their
personal, social, and political realities. Systems built without considering actual
users and groups fail to meet legitimate user expectations and needs. The moral
argument for understanding the personal realities of users in terms of their age,

3. https://www bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCOP/2019/3. html
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ability and education should be extended to include their social and political
realities. System designers should engage in a reasoned scrutiny of the winners
and losers any system will create; this is important from the perspective of dignity
and justice. This is contra Ferdinand* and will require a paradigm shift in the way
regulators and system designers treat their prospective users, making a conscious
effort to explain the possible uses and limitations of their technology. Such a
process would benefit designers with a more able user set and provide the said
user set with greater reason to value the technology. There is precedent for such a
relationship; citizens by and large cooperated with their governments during the
pandemic when restrictions to their movements were backed by reason.

Conclusion — “The best is the enemy of the good”. This adage applies to the
design and construction of security systems as much as it applies to any other
technology — we build these systems to protect humans, and their failures have
human consequences. It is therefore critical that system designers, policy makers
and other relevant stakeholders understand the human element in the use of their
systems. This understanding must include a diverse range of users and their needs
in order to develop an inclusive system to protect all. The pursuit of excellence is
pernicious in security systems design.

The landscape of online harms is complex, and it is unrealistic to encourage
a regime of blame, coercion, and train users in negotiating this landscape safely,
especially those who were not considered during the design phase of the systems
they were using. Citizens lock their doors to protect themselves from thieves; this
is a simple and achievable measure. But we do not expect citizens to install anti-
aircraft batteries on their rooftops, as this relative complexity is both inappropriate
and beyond their ken. We have password managers to help citizens with generating
and remembering passwords, or E2EE to help them encrypt their messages; we
should also expect critical role stakeholders to play a more active role in protecting
citizens online.

4. Fiat justitia, et pereat mundus: “let justice be done though the world be destroyed” was the
motto of Ferdinand I, Holy Roman Emperor, 1558-1564. This phrase was also used by Kant in his
“Perpetual Peace” (1795) to emphasise the counter-utilitarian aspect of his moral philosophy.
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Spirituality, Surgery and Adivasi

Consciousness: A Journey Intertwined
Sisir Sagen Murmu (2006)

no dispute about it. We never invaded another sovereign country for worldly

gains (though interstate warfares did occur). Rama of Ayodhya attacked
Lanka, only when his wife Sita was abducted by Ravana. No other country has
ever produced so many pioneers of spiritual upliftment. From the Vedas to Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahansa, this country observed myriad ways to fulfil the goal of
life i.e. to attain God or to realize the perfection within, which Lord Buddha called
the Nirvana (to become zero).

India was a centre for science in ancient times. The sages of yore focused on
both experiences of the inward and outward worlds (i.e. macro & microcosm).
Shushruta performed rhinoplasty in time immemorial. Only the dark middle ages
have put India on a backward path. Fear has gripped most of her soul. Now after
75 years of Independence, India is showing some real progression. As a Surgeon,
I feel that there are many similarities between surgery and spirituality; I am going
to depict it in the following passages.

India has spirituality at its core, since the dawn of human evolution. There is

Purity and Sterility:

During practice or ‘sadhana’ the ‘sadhak” must be pure in thought, deed or else
the practice becomes a failure or repetitive without the desired end. During
surgery, the utmost priority to a surgeon is sterility of the surgical field or the area
of operation. Sterility for a layman is complete absence of bacteria or its spores
achieved by different means such as (auto-claving) or fumigating or scrubbing.
If the OT becomes unsterile operation becomes a failure causing surgical site
infection afterwards.

Focus:

When a true ‘sadhak’ delves deep into the arena of consciousness, he loses himself
in it. He forgets all the mundane worldly matters. There are instances where
some ‘sadhak’ stayed in deep meditation for more than 60 days, which is quite a
miracle to modern science. In a long-standing surgery a surgeon completely loses
himself in it. It is a physically and mentally laborious task. Some plastic surgery
like neoface implantation takes more than 24 hours to complete. The surgeon finds

himself in the state of flow.
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Act of exploration:

A’sadhak’ explores within by peeling the layers of Koshas (Annamaya, Pranamaya,
manomaya, Vijuanamaya, Anandamaya); he finally finds his true self. Though it
sounds very simple yet people have sacrificed their whole lives in its pursuit.

A surgeon has to enter layer by layer in open surgeries or through some port
(In laparoscopic & Robotic) to find the diseased organ of concern. He has to dissect
through the adhesions, layer of tissue and finally get the diseased part out. Both
have their methods of exploring.

Role of the Guru/Mentor:

Be it surgery or spiritual ‘sadhana’ the presence of a Guru or mentor changes
it all. Narendranath became Swami Vivekananda by the divine touch of Sri
Ramakrishna. I owe my surgical learning to late Dr. D. P. Ghosal (CTVS Surgeon).
His surgical prowess and attitude towards everyone (patient or ward boy) was
heart-warming. Guru is the philosopher’s stone; the mentor turns every ‘sadhak’/
surgeon into gold.

The Adivasis are the ancient dwellers of land; their life style is based on nature/
‘prakriti’. Our bodies are based on five elements of life: Fire, Air, Water, Earth and
Space. Marangburu (the great mountain) or chando bonga (the moon) engulfs us
in a spiritual entity. Our body is created from nature only to be united again with
nature after death.

In this interval that we call life, we must be devoted to find the real truth.
Things get interesting when an Adivasi surgeon decides to be a seeker. He/she
combines all the qualities from three fields and gets them improved. Each field
would support the other in a symbiotic relatioship.
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The author is a practicing Medical offices in W.B. Health Services.



Letters from the Ghats
Manas Sarkar (2007, Present Teacher)

1
Here in our land of grounded dreams, the winds of spring arrive with the

tidings of final exams.

Just when the cold in the air seems to be abating, the sun seems to
shine a bit warmer on the white walls, and the sky seems glad to have back its
shade of blue — when you are ready with all your soul to surrender to the holidays,
they serve you the notice, and they serve you the menu. You can’t pick, though.
The items have been chosen for you at the beginning of the year.

I am a member of the catering team. So in a way, I am the enemy. However,
I am also a Vidyapithian — batch of 2007, to be specific — and I was brought up
on different values. I don’t always play by the rules. This results in this idea
some students have that they can come to me and say things that wouldn’t be
appreciated elsewhere. Or, they can come to me when they need someone who
wouldn’t look at it the same way as ‘the rulebook’ dictates. They are not wrong. I
am a pupil of Rabindranath when it comes to these things. Freedom of the Spirit
always supersedes the boundaries of the Structure. So I go with my gut. No
student in the world could truly love exams, because of the simple reason that to
be subjected to examining is an insult to the learner’s humanity. Yes, they might
have been conditioned to crave what follows — the results, so to say — but that is
merely a Pavlovian reaction, an engineered response which is as artificial as the
utterings of a caged parrot.

Examinations should have been a process that lets us test ourselves so that we
can pace ourselves better in our long climb to perfection. It should have been a tool
for the students, and not the teachers, that they would use to improve themselves
through creative growth. What do we have instead? — A giant pedagogic machine
that is in part a monstrosity and in part a joke; an apparatus that aims to appease
the crowd at the lowest levels, and thins the herd at the highest.

And the seeds that get crushed in this machine are the students. Back in the
day, I'd guess the situation was less dire. Now it is worse. We have parents who
have been absent from their kids’ lives forever, and now want to get “professional’
at it. Of course the gap doesn’t close. What was it that the girl had said in that
famous film? — “Dad, what do you expect? You can’t all of a sudden be my best friend,
just because you've got a problem.”

The teachers could have been a solution, but the system wasn’'t made to
accommodate for that. Our teachers are not meant to nurture life, they are meant to
be the service clerk at the drive-in window. — The funny part is that this realization
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is not even new. For years, our leaders-in-education have been developing our
schooling models along Western lines, and all along, they have been making a
mess of it. Every time someone points out the mistake, they go back to churning a
new toy out of the same faulty machine. Rabindranath had tried to tell us,:

The students of the European Universities not only have their human
environment of culture in their society, they also acquire their learning direct from
their teachers. They have their sun to give them light; it is the sun of the human
relationship between the teachers and the students. We have our hard flints, which
give us disconnected sparks after toilsome blows; and the noise is a great deal more
than the light. These flints are the abstractions of learning; they are solid methods,
inflexible and cold.

To our misfortune we have, in our own country, all the furniture of the European
University — except the human teacher. We have, instead, merely purveyors of
book-lore, in whom the paper god of the bookshop seems to have made himself vocal.
And, as a natural result, we find our students to be ‘untouchable’, even to our
Indian professors. These teachers distribute their doles of mental food, gingerly and
from a dignified distance, raising walls of notebooks between themselves and their
students. This kind of food is neither relished, nor does it give nourishment. It is
a famine ration strictly regulated, to save us, not from emaciation, but only from
absolute death. It holds out no hope of that culture which is far in excess of man’s
mere necessity; it is certainly less than enough, and far less than a feast.

And then at year’s end, we ask them to jump and measure how high they go.

One of my own came up to me, asking for a signature in his notebook, and a
line, if I had one. He said it was because his ninth has been a great year. I wondered
what to write, and then decided on something from years back. It is not even my
own memory. It is something I read in a memoir, published by my school in its
50th anniversary magazine.

It was a day of the annual exams. They had Biology that day (the author’s batch
was from sometime in the 80s) in the afternoon, and in the morning the study
hall was in a nervous uproar. Everyone was apprehensive. Everyone was talking
to others, worried about what might turn up and what was not quite properly
prepared. It was a dismal state. Then Swapan-da walked in. Swapan-da, teacher
of English (and a lot of other things that I can’t begin to talk about here), was the
warden. Immediately he made everyone drop their books, notes, and anything else
they might’ve been studying, and made them march out of the study hall straight
into the hostel. No more studies, he said. This is a travesty; you ve studied enough. — He
closed the hall and locked the door.

The author wrote, “We took the exam later, just like that, without having laid
eyes on a book for the past several hours. And we all did excellently. The funny
thing is, we were not really surprised.”
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It was Swapan-da’s credo that you need to perform your best as per your
preparation. On the day of the test, there would be no cause for worry. Never mind
if you're not prepared enough. You cannot ever be fully prepared for life. Whatever
you have done throughout the year, wherever you stand now as a result — just do
your best from that spot. That’s your measure as a student. The rest is trivial — it
doesn’t count.

And that’s what I wrote in the notebook.

If you are trapped in a system that trades your freedom to buy you mere
passage through life; if in the name of exams you are subjected to physical strain
and mental abuse for year after year; — if your natural process of growth has been
institutionally mechanized and rebranded as a kind of WAR — then you need to
treat all of it with the same disdain they had for you. You shouldn’t have to burn
yourself up for this. Any person that asks you to sacrifice your wings just to be
allowed out of the cage is full of bosh. Keep your wings, and do everything you
can to give yourself the best chance at escaping the bars, and let go.

If you have been honest to yourself, if you have done your personal best, then
you have the right to expect the world to recognize that. There are plenty of well-
wishers and do-gooders standing by the lines, piling their burdens of expectation
on your backs. Hold your head high and tell them — 'I have done whatever I can... and
if that’s not good enough... then so be it.”

2

It has been admitted by better people before, and I will admit it yet again over
here — teaching is a nasty business.

First of all, there is the fallacy you will walk into — and if you are unlucky like
most teachers — never walk out of — the misconception that you actually teach
anything.

No one teaches anyone anything. One day we were sitting in the classroom with
the windows shut closed, because it was winter and we wanted to keep the chilly
wind out. It was a chemistry period. Our chemistry teacher was Bishnupada Karan,
a young man whose passion for his subject was only matched by his enthusiasm
for sharing his knowledge and fascination of chemistry with all of us. Karan-da
was something out of a Narayan Sanyal novel — a fervent romancer of everything
chemistry, a teacher born, a student in his very bones. We did not understand 50%
of the stuff he told us in the class. Teaching a class of 10th graders he veered off into
university-level discussions about oxides and peroxides and their numerous types
and whatnots, while we might not understand the stuff but took down the notes
anyway. The subject was not necessarily made more intelligible to every one of us,
but it was Karan-da’s exceptional zeal that made us love his classes.

That day Karan-da walked in, swept up to the table and put down his chalks on
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it (he carried two chalks to every lecture, and exhausted them during the course of
the period), and yelled out an order to open up the windows. We did not want to;
someone in the class said (in distilled Bangla), “But sir, cold is coming!” Without
a moment’s hesitation, Karan-da replied, “Your statement is thermodynamically
incorrect — cold doesn’t come anywhere — heat leaves!” — Those, indeed, were the
days.

Our little fallacy about teaching is akin to this. No one ever really teaches.
All that takes place is learning. You don’t impart anything to anyone. A person
is always absorbing stuff from his surroundings, picking up signals and storing
away memories constantly, — round the clock, — all the time. If you want a person
to learn something specific you have on your mind, what you can do is to place
that thing in their vicinity, and hope they pick it up and put it away somewhere
inside of their mind. You want them to pick up a whole lot of things, you've got
to scatter a whole lot of things all around them and hope a percentage of all that
goes in. If teachers remembered this, there wouldn’t have been so much stupid
frustration about ‘the students not remembering half the things that were taught.’
How about you remember this thing, Mr. Educator - nothing was taught. If they
did not buy what you were selling, maybe your ware just wasn’t good enough,
or you were selling it to the wrong customers. Why go selling flowers in a fish
market, or fish in a flower mart?

(There, of course, we arrive at the problem underneath it all. Our schooling
insists that children buy fish, flowers and other variously fragrant thingummies
right from the same shop, and put them all right in the same basket all at the same
time. All of them, buying all the things. It’s less like a buffet feast and more like a
lunch queue in a prison.)

Then there’s the idea that some of the more idealistic ones among us sometimes
get, — that we should try to give them as much as possible.

This one is tricky, because, at the bottom of it all, there’s love and genuine
concern for the students that make a teacher think this way. The teacher will work
their hairline off, try every possible angle, use every trick in the bag to load as
much software into the children as they can, trying to make them as enabled and
empowered as they can, getting them to the best possible place and prepping them
as completely as possible for all the weird vagaries of life. It is like that part in the
film The Matrix, where Tank is loading programs onto Neo’s brain and Neo has
been taking it for ‘ten hours straight.” — The dedicated teacher, in their eagerness,
always desires the students to be like Neo. They always fantasize that what they
are serving the kids with so much hard work, so much meticulous care will be
guzzled up by hungry mouths like they deserve to be. — But in reality that is
hardly ever the case.

Kids who are learners will learn at their own pace, in their own time. They have
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their own moods, likes and dislikes, times that are right and times that are wrong.
Think of your favourite singer, and ask yourself if you can listen to his or her songs
at any given moment, or continuously all the time. If you are a normal person,
you cannot. Likewise, even if you are really serving something that is heartfelt,
masterful, and very, very important, there’s no guarantee that the kid there is
ready to receive that thing — at that moment — in the exact same way you want them
to receive it.

You'll need to be a Dumbledore among teachers, to remember all that. Being a
Dumbledore isn’t easy. — But maybe we should try. We should learn that we are
putting paper boats on the water, and we cannot demand to know where they all
go, or even that they all keep going on. Some of them get stuck. Some of them get
soaked and drown. Some of them, maybe, didn’t even want to be a boat in the first
place. Maybe they wanted to be a paper plane or something. Anything but a boat.
Possible, isn’t it?

You want your kids to pay attention and learn up, because you think you have
this job to do. If you are a scoundrel who's in the job for money and status and such
petty loot, then to you the job means to complete the syllabus, do the paperwork
and get them promoted. If you are a simpleton who’s in the job for idealism and
things that spring from idealism, like love and humanity and visions for the future,
then to you the job means to expand their horizons, strengthen their minds and
grow them into good human beings. — Either way, just because you need to get
your job done does not mean the students have to be getting out their way for
you. You are not doing this for them; you are doing it for yourself because you
tell yourself that you have to do it. If those on the receiving end don’t respect that,
well, forget them and call them a fool, but you can’t hold it against them as if they
denied you your due.

Remember the classics. Let over the doors of every school and every classroom
be inscribed these words for every ‘teacher’ to read as they enter the school
—"Behold, a sower went out to sow.” — Not all will get it, but it was not spoken for all;
only for those who have ears to hear.

So what should we do? What should we do, now that we simpletons have
forsaken the juicy cups and come to the stony fields to sow? Shall we not throw
ourselves into it, heart and soul? Coming to the sea, shall we now merely stand on
the sand?

I guess the wise Anatole France had an answer as good as any...

Do not try to satisfy your vanity by teaching a great many things. Awaken people’s curiosity.
It is enough to open minds; do not overload them. Put there just a spark. If there is some good
inflammable stuff, it will catch fire.

The author is presently a Teacher of English at Vidyapith
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The Letters of Swami Vivekananda:

The Panacea of Modern Indian Society
Chandrachur Lahiri (2011)

revolutions across the world. Be it the Industrial Revolution on the socio-

economical front or the Revolution of 1848 on the socio-cultural front or be
it the Wars of Independence that broke out in nations like Greece, Belgium, Mexico
and India to name a few. However, there occurred notable intellectual revolutions
too in this century that changed people’s views on life forever. Darwin’s theory
on the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection made it necessary “for a
vast intellectual revolution of which religious reformation was rather a sign than
a cause”. Thus when the West was undergoing such a change, it was time for the
Orient to rise from the slumber of ignorance. And this awakening or revolution
was initiated by the bold sannyasin, Vivekananda.

Born in 1863, who could have guessed, that NarendraNath Dutta was really
going to be the “Nara”-“Indra”, the “Chief of men”' and that he would be the
greatest philosopher and visionary of modern India? His ideas, presented
through his discourses, lectures and letters were a remedy, and more specifically
a “panacea” to every social problem his country faced and would be facing in the
years to come. His letters written to his disciples, brother monks and well-wishers
were a mere reflection of his mind. They dealt with a wide variety of issues, from
casteism to education; from “Harmony of religion” to the “upliftment of women”.
His ideas and philosophy were supported by relevant allusions from the Vedas
and the Upanishads. Thus today, after 150 years of his birth, he lives in his letters.
Today when the world is undergoing rapid changes in the social sphere, India is
still stagnant with hersocial problems and issues. So in this context, my objective
in this paper is to get back to the letters of Swami Vivekananda and try to find their
relevance with respect to the social problems that India is facing now. I will try to
focus on three significant issues: education, caste discrimination and the position
of women.

The nineteenth century was the feturaterram (breeding ground) of powerful

Education

The current scenario of education in modern India is admirable with all its statistics.
There is a big boom in the literacy rate: from 18.3% in 1950-1951 to 74.04% in 2010-
2011. The country has been trying to increase this growth by implementing several
policies like “Sarba Siksha Abhiyan”, to name one. There has been positive growth,
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but a close study reveals this upsurge in literacy is mainly city-centred. The drop-
out cases are worse. 52.76% of the total number of students of India drop out of
school between the age of (6-14 years). However, the main problem, in this case,
remains the same as that which Swamiji identified long back: poverty. The greater
mass of the Indian population is poor. In his letter to the Maharaja of Mysore he
writes:

The one thing that is at the root of all evils in India is the condition of the poor...Supposing
[Please check the quotation] even your highness opens a free school in every village, still, it would do
no good, for the poverty in India is such, that the poor boys would rather go to help their father in
the fields, or otherwise try to make a living than come to school.

And the solution to this problem was offered by him,

Now if the mountain does not come to Mohammad, Mohammad must go to the mountain. If the
poor boy cannot come to education, education must go to him. There are thousands of single-minded
self-sacrificing sannyasins in our country going from village to village, teaching religion. If some of
them can be organised as teachers of secular things also... they can teach a great deal of astronomy
and geography to the ignorant. By telling stories about different nations, they can give the poor a
hundred times more information through the ear than they can get in a lifetime through books. This
requires an organisation, which again means money. There are enough men to work out this plan in
India, but alas! They have no money. It is very difficult to set a wheel in motion, but when once set,
it goes on with increasing velocity.?

Today taking a cue from these words of Swamiji, many NGOs are rendering
door-to-door education in the underdeveloped areas of the country. Significantly
Ramakrishna Mission has done a commendable job in this sphere with its
programmes like “Lok Siksha Parishad” and “Mobile Education Van Service” in
the villages across India and has yielded results. But more work is to be done and
the government too can work upon these ideas more intensely.

Caste Discrimination

Caste discrimination is another great disease running through the veins of Indian
Society. Today more than 165 million people in India continue to be subjected to
discrimination, exploitation and violence. The issue of caste dominates housing,
marriage, employmentand general socialinteraction. The Governmentis somewhat
negligent of the fact for obvious reasons. India’s report on this issue was submitted
after eight years of its due date to The Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD), a body of independent experts responsible for monitoring
the state’s compliance with the International Convention on the elimination of all
forms of racial discrimination. India ratified the convention in 1968. However, the
report which India sent did not consist of a single mention of abuses against Dalits
— abuses that India’s own governmental agencies here documented and verified.
There is a huge number of such cases and reports of honour killing due to inter-
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caste marriage. According to statistics from the United Nations, one in five cases of
honour killing internationally every year is reported from India.

Now this problem arises from one of the prejudiced beliefs prevalent in Indian
society that the caste system is hereditary. Swami Vivekananda was gravely
concerned over the matter. He never believed that the caste system was hereditary
and throughout his life, he has freely mixed with the so-called backward classes
equally. In one of his letters to Pramadadas Mitra, he asks him, “The doctrine of
caste in the Purusha-Sukta of the Vedas does not make it hereditary so what are
those instances in the Vedas where caste has been made a matter of hereditary
transmission?” In his next letter to the same person a few days after later he writes:

I have no doubt that according to the ancient view in this country, caste was hereditary and it
can’t also be doubted that sometimes, the Shudras used to be oppressed more than the helots among
the Spartans or the Negros among the Americans. He goes on to say, “I know it is a social law and
based on diversity of guna (merit) and karma (the result of past action). It also means grave harm if
one bent on going beyond guna and karma cherishes in mind any caste distinction.

In another letter to AlasingaPerumal Swamiji writes,

Caste is simply a crystallized social institution, which after doing its service is now filling the
atmosphere of India with its stench and it can only be removed by giving back to the people their lost
social individuality...

Every man born here (America) knows that he is a man. Every man, born in India knows that
he is a slave of the society.’

Vivekananda strongly believed that in this capitalistic world only competition
for survival will remove this casteism and for healthy competition, there should be
an equal opportunity and nothing else. Swamiji’s vision was that India will would
rise from the cottage of the downtrodden and the ignorant. He was probably
unaware of the fact that by then someone had already been born in a small village
of Madhyapradesh and would be the maker of a new India and will be drafting the
constitution of the world’s largest democracy.

Position of Women
The position of women in Indian society is in a state of constant flux throughout the
ages. From sharing equal status with their counterparts in the Vedic era through
the low points in the medieval period to the movements for equal rights by many
reformers, the history of women in India has been eventful. It is a matter of utter
shame and disgust that a country which once offered the highest designation to
a woman is now but a mute spectator in the face of atrocities such as rampant
gender inequality and physical abuse of the highest degree.

It is a matter of grave concern that the National Crime Records Bureau reported
in 1998 that by 2010 growth in the rate of crime against women would exceed
the population growth rate. Another report published by UNICEF in 2014 states
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that about 240 million girls in our country are victims of child marriage. Swamiji
identified this problem as one of the major problems of India that would hamper
its growth. He felt great pain in seeing the wretched condition of women of our
country. After comparing both the society the two societies, the Indian and the
American, his introspection led him to a conclusion. In a letter to Haripada Mitra,
he writes,

...[HJow pure and chaste are they here! Few women are married before twenty or twenty-five
and they are as free as birds in the air. They go to the market, school, and college, earn money and
do all kinds of work. Those who are well-to-do devote themselves to doing good to the poor. And
what are we doing? We are very regular in marrying our girls at eleven years of age lest they should
become corrupt and immoral. What does our Manu enjoin? Daughters should be supported and
educated with as much care and attention as sons. As sons should be married up to the thirtieth year,
daughters must also observe Brahmacharya and be educated by their parents. But what we actually
are doing? Can you better the condition of your women? Then there will be hope for your well-being.
Otherwise, you will remain as backward as you are now.*

Swamiji always raised his voice against gender inequalities.In one of his letters
to Swami Ramakrishna-nanda he quotes from the Shvetashvatara Upanishad
“Bang streepumanasitvang kumara utwakumari”. “Thou are the women, thou are
the men, thou are the boy and the girl as well.” “We want men and women. There
is no distinction of sex in the soul”.

Thus we get a clear idea that he always wanted an unbiased society free from
gender inequality. And we should thus keep in our mind clearly that society may
never evolve without equal participation of women. Today we have women’s
reservation bill passed in 2010 with 33% reservation for women candidates in the
parliament. The Central, as well as the State Government is trying to work on this
issue. It is to be noted that the “Kanyashri” project of the Government of West
Bengal has been widely acclaimed internationally. But we need to do more, driven
by the vision of Vivekananda.

Today, it is a matter of great shame to us that Swamiji with all his works and
philosophy and plan for his country is still identified as a mere “Hindu monk”. But
he was more of a social reformer than a religious reformer. He clearly stated this
fact in a letter to the youth of Madras:

Caste or no caste, creed or no creed, any man, or class, or caste, or nation, or institution which
bars the power of free thought and action of an individual— even so long as that power does not injure
others-is devilish and must go down.®

Thus there is a pressing need to rise above our prejudiced beliefs and go
through his works putting aside any religious dogmas.

I must say that only reading his letters, lectures and complete works won’t be
of much help if we do not put them into practice. He dreamt of an awakened India.
He hoped that some heroic soul would arise some time or other in India, far abler
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than himself and complete his work. Probably that is what he meant when this
great man said,

If there were another Vivekananda, he would have understood what Vivekananda has done! And
yet, how many Vivekanandas shall be born in time!.”

We should remember his words from his letter to J.J. Goodwin:

“A good world ”, “a happy world” and social progress are all terms equally
intelligible with “hotice” or “dark light”. If it were good it would not be the world”.

It is but natural that there will be problems in society and time and again we
have stood up to face them against all odds and set the wheel of development in
the Indian society running, only this time let Swami Vivekananda be our light.

Note: Excerpts from the letters are taken from Swami Vivekananda, The Letters of Swami
Vivekananda Advaita Ashrama, 2013. 8

I Letter 32, pp75

2 Letter 48, p. 118.

3 Letter 24, p. 55.

* Letter 26, p. 61.

> Letter 46, p. 112.

¢ Letter 27, p. 63.

7 “Last Days of Swami Vivekananda “, Write Spirit, 2022, https://www .writespirit.net/last-days-of-
swami-vivekananda/. Accessed on 05.10.2022.

8 Tapasyananda, Swami. Letters of Swami Vivekananda. First, 23rd reprint (Kolkata:AdvaitaAshrama,
1940).

The author is practcing Law in The Calcutta High Court.
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Awards and Achievements of Alumni:
November 2019 to September 2022

AlokenathDey.Batch1978. Awarded with Tech Leader of the Year (ASSOCHAM
2019), Alexander Graham Bell Prize (Canada) (2019), IDC Insights Award and
NASSCOM AI Game Changer award (2018).

Ashoktaru Sengupta. Batch 1978. Awarded with Certificate of Appreciation
by Mankind Pharma for outstanding efforts during Corona Pandemic as
physician.

Kalyan Kumar Coari. Batch 1979. Appointed as Director (Finance) of
Braithwaite Co Ltd

Arup Kundu. Batch 1979 Appointed as Executive Director of Life Insurance
Corporation of India

Indranil Hazra. Batch 1981. Appointed as Secretary, Chennai Port in charge of
General Administration.

Tapas Kumar Mahato. Batch 1981. Awarded with Shikshashree Award by
Govt. of West Bengal.

Abhijit Bishayee. Batch 1984. Received the prestigious Industry Outlook
Magazine award for Renewable Energy start ups.

Ashoktaru Chattopadhyay. Batch 1986. Appointed as President Sandvik SRP
(India Pacific).

Sasankasekhar Mandal. Batch 1987. Received the award of The Best Paper on
Construction Techniques published in the Journal of Indian Concrete Institute.

Subrata Chowdhury. Batch 1987. Appointed as Independent Director of PSU
Giant, the Neveyli Lignite Coal India Ltd.

Arijit Ghosh. Batch 1996. Promoted as Professor of Pharmacology, Malda
Medical College.

Tias Thakur. Batch 1996. Received ‘Devotion to Duty Medal” of Indian Navy.

Richik Nandi. Batch 1996. His Tech Solutions Start up named Poshvine has
been acquired by Razorpay.

Abhinav Parashar. Batch 2011. Selected in Bihar Public Service Commission
with 19th rank and joined in Bihar Police Service
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1997 batch celebrating Silver Jubilee of passing out
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Obituary

4“ Dayakar Jha

We are extremely saddened to learn about the passing away of our beloved
teacher DayakarJha on the26th of March, 2022. An extremely lively and energetic
teacher,Dayakarda enlightened several batches of students of the Vidyapith with
his profound knowledge of the subject of Hindi. An avid cricket enthusiast,he used
to update his students with the latest scores in important matches.

Born on thel4th ofNovember, 1941 Dayakarda had completed his school ed-
ucation from Watson High School in Madhubani(Bihar); after whichthat he had
attended the Ramakrishna College in Madhubani. He, thereafter, Consequently he
joinedenrolled himself in the Calcutta College of Arts and Commerce under Cal-
cutta University to complete his education.

After completing his education, Dayakarda served at the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion,Narendrapur for one year(1967-1968) before joining Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyapith,Puruliawhereandherendered his services as a permanent teacher at
Vidyapithtilluntil his retirement.

Late Dayakarda is survived by his wife, two daughters,two sons and six grand-

children.May Thakur,Ma and Swamiji grant eternal peace to the departed soul.



Obituary

% Shib Shankar Chatterjee

It was my first week at Vidyapith. I was strolling outside Sivananda Sadan before
play-time in the evening when our music teacher, Sabyasachi da, called me from a
distance. I walked nervously, trying to make up an answer on why I was loitering
needlessly.

“Do you know the meaning of Sabyasachi, dear?”, he asked.

“Yes, I know”, I replied, ‘Is this a GK test?

“So tell me who is the Sabyasachi of Vidyapith?”

Secretary Maharaj seemed to be the safest answer to me. I started mumbling. But
Sabyasachi da didn’t wait for it. “It is your dadu, Shibu Da. You don’t get a teacher
these days who can teach Maths and English with the same pedigree. Shibu Da is the
one and only Sabyasachi here. You are lucky to have him as your grandfather, my
boy”.

I smiled, felt proud and ran away to the football ground of IV-E.

Truly enough, I realized much later that these two subjects were diametrically
opposite in nature. And I have not seen another teacher having a similar hold across
both English and Maths. That is Shibu Da for all of you!

Clad in his pristine white dhuti-punjabi, my dadu was everything that a student
would like his ideal teacher to be. Towering personality, enjoyable classes, beautiful
handwriting and impeccable command over his subjects distinguished him. So many
ex-students have shared with me the anecdotes on his classes where complicated
geometry and trigonometry concepts became simple, and English Grammar became
painless. I came to know from my seniors also about his thespian capabilities and a
memorable portrayal of his role of Chandragupta in the teachers” dramatic of the same
title by playwright D. L. Ray, while veteran Durgapada Bhattacharya da displayed his
dramatic best as Chanakya.

But beyond Maths and English, students used to wait for the opportunity to get a
story-telling session from him! I reckon those were the most captivating classes ever!
His voice modulation while telling stories was a thing to learn! Not to mention his
stock of unlimited stories!

For me and so many others, dadu was more than a teacher. He was an inspirational
figure, an affectionate mentor, a guide who shaped lives. Today he has left his mortal
soul, but his legacy lives with each of us.

My pranaam! N Kohinoor Banerjee
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Obituary

Indubikas Das

Indubikas Das was born on 01.05.1934 at the Haridaspur village of Tamluk Sub-
division, Purba Medinipur. He passed the Matriculation from the Paramanandapur
Jagannath Institution in 1949 and Intermediate (Science) in Agriculture from the
Jhargram Agricultural College in 1951. He obtained B.Sc. in Agriculture with
distinction from the Jhargram Agricultural College under the University of
Calcutta in 1953. He joined as Block Agriculture Development Officer and later
on promoted to the Sub divisional Agriculture Officer of the Govt. of West Bengal.
He also served under the Govt. of Andaman & Nicobar. Yet he had an affinity
to the teaching profession. Inspired by the philosophy of Ramakrishna Math and
Mission, he joined as a teacher of Agriculture stream at the Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyapith Purulia in the year 1965 and served up till 1994. He wrote a series of
popular articles in Bengali monthly magazine “‘Masik Basumati” on various plants
and herbs. In 1968 he published a book titled ‘Puspabichitra’. The book comprises
of concise scientific information on commonly available flowers along with their
citations in different Hindu mythology and Bengali literature. He had a hobby of
painting. Between 1975-1992, his paintings were exhibited thrice in the Academy
of Fine Arts, Kolkata. Indubikas Das passed away on 24.12.2020 at the age of 86
years.
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Obituary

‘“ Supriya Guha
‘ 1963

Supriya Guha was the topper of the 1963 batch of Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyapith, Purulia.. He was an efficient officer of the Government of West
Bengal at the Secretary level. He was a very open hearted person by nature.
He kept his friendship alive with Sri Amitabha Dey of his batch and other
classmates from RKMVP until death. He is fondly remembered by all his
friends who pray for his eternal peace.



Obituary

Amaresh Gooptu
1965

Having studied Civil Engineering in BE College,
“ Amaresh had a small stint in WS Atkins and
Engineers India Ltd .

Then he ventured out on his own. He undertook
building bridges, factories and multistoreyed
buildings.

The Maidan Metro Station, a landmark was built by
him.

He was a Rotarian too.

He is survived by his wife and two daughters.
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Aniruddha Guha Roy
1965

Aniruddha joined Bihar Institute of Technology, Sindri
after passing out from Vidyapith. Before that he was at
Deoghar Vidyapith too.

Then he joined Hindusthan Fertilizer Corporation’s
Factory in Sindri.

He took Voluntary Retirement and finally settled in
Kolkata.

He is survived by his wife and two daughters.
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Obituary

Nemai Nandi
1969

Our dear friend Late Nemai Nandi left for his heavenly abode on
20/10/2020 at the age of 67 years. He was a wonderful person with ever-
smiling face and pleasing demeanor.

He had contracted COVID-19 and was hospitalised at Rubi hospital,
Kolkata. His condition deteriorated very fast and it took his precious life
untimely within 3 to 4 days.

After passing out from RKMYV, Purulia he graduated in Mechanical
Engineering from IIEST, erstwhile Bengal Engineering College, Shibpur in
the year 1975. He stood 4th in Technical stream in the H.S exam in 1969.

He joined Hindustan Motors, Hooghly immediately after his graduation.
Later he joined Acc Vickers Babcock Ltd., Durgapur and served for a few
years. Finally he took up a job with Jessop Ltd in Kolkata andultimately
retired from there.

Through his parents lived in Santragachi, Howrah but he settled down
at Behala, Kolkata after retirement.

His wife passed away few years before him and his two sons are married
and settled in the USA and Noida, Delhi.

We convey our sincere condolences to the bereaved family of our dear
friend Late Nemai Nandi.



Obituary

» [ -

‘u Alok Banerjee
1969

Our dear friend Late Alok Banerjee passed away on 7" May, 2021 at the age of
68. He was quite handsome among our batchmates and a wonderful person with
ever-smiling face and pleasing behaviour.

He had suffered from COVID 19 and was hospitalised at Anand Surgical near his
residential locality at Ahmedabad. His condition deteriorated fast and it took his
precious life untimely within a week’s period of time.

After passing out from RKMV, Purulia he graduated in Textile Engineering from
erstwhile Berhampore Textile Engineering College in the year 1973.

He joined Reliance Textile Mill at Ahmedabad immediately after his graduation.
He continued his service there rising to the post of Senior Manager until 2002.

His parents lived in Barrackpore, North 24 Paraganas but he settled down at
Ahmedabad after retirement.

He is survived by his wife and two sons who are married and settled in
Ahmedabad.

We convey our sincere heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family of our
dear friend Late Alok Banerjee.
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Obituary

Partho Pratim
Burmon Roy
1971

Graduated in Naval Architecture from IIT, Kharagpur (1976), Partho
joined and worked for a few years at Garden Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineering Ltd. After a brief stint at the Shalimar Engineering Works Pvt
Ltd, he joined Bharati Shipyard Ltd, Mumbai in a senior position, where
he was instrumental in designing and delivering various types of ships.
On retirement he settled in Kolkata, and started a shipyard at Jhellingham
,Nandigram and instituted various constructions and repair of ships. He
was an active member of the Institution of Naval Architects. He was an avid
traveller, traversing from Tapovan in the Himalayas to the tiny principality
of Liechtenstein in Europe. He is survived by his wife and two daughters.



Obituary

% Pinaki Barua
1971

Unlike his 1971 batchmates who joined IIT, Kharagpur, he joined
Architecture at IIT one year later, but found the engineering course too
stifling for his creativity. Surmounting a strong opposition from his parents
he moved to Kala Bhavana, Visva Bharati and completed B. Fine and M.
Fine with specialisation in Printmaking, under the tutelage of the legendary
Somnath Hore. He was briefly employed as the Art Teacher at Julian Day
School, Kolkata, and then served for ten years as Lecturer in Printmaking
at Rabindra Bharati University. He then moved to Kala Bhavana, Visva
Bharati as Professor (1994-2013). He was a towering figure in Graphics Art
have a lyrical quality. He also dabbled in photography, which he found as
an independent medium of expression. He organized printmaking camps
in different parts of India, Bangladesh and Mauritius, and participated in
more than twenty major exhibitions. He had a deep commitment to teaching,
and was much loved at Kala Bhavana He is survived by his wife and two
daughters.



Obituary

Kiriti Mahato
1973

Kiriti Mahato was a very colourful character during our Vidyapith life.
He was actively involved with quite a few social organizations in Purulia like
‘UNMESH’, ‘/RANGAMATT" which work for financially weak girl students
by providing them with free schooling, stipends, books, food etc. Kiriti's
particular interest in folk music and dance forms like Chou, Jhumur, Tusu,
Nachni, and Bhadu was remarkable. He himself was a very good singer
of Bhadu / Tusu songs and very proudly used to say “Music is my life”.
His contribution towards the welfare of the artists financially and otherwise
was noteworthy. He was the chief brain behind the creation of a film “Bihar
agei bhalo chili” in local language of Manbhum.

Kiriti was also associated with an NGO named ‘Naihati Wins’ of Kolkata
and participated in thein social and cultural activities.

In Vidyapith life Kiriti always used to keep our spirits high with his
jokes and light -banter. He had no fear or tension in life and he took things
as and when they came to him. He retired from the erstwhile UBI (now
PNB), Vivekanandanagar Branch and before that he had sacrificed all
opportunities for promotions in order to be in that particular branch which
was in close proximity to Vidyapith.

We wish Kiriti all the blessings in his after life.

N



Obituary

" Balaram Sardar
1976

Born to Late Nityananda Sardar and Nanibala Sardar in the village of
Barometala in Ranibandh, Bankura, Balaram Sardar led a life full of promise.
He studied in Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Purulia from 1970 to 1976,
when he passed out as a member of the First Madhyamik batch.

Balaram completed MBBS from Calcutta University in 1984 from Bankura
Sammilani Medical College and Hospital, Bankura. He was posted as MO
in Radiotherapy in BSMCH for many years. He developed a reputation
of being a doctor with heart who could advise rural patients fully taking
into cognizance their adversiti. His vast experience in treating cancer
patients was however not considered when he was transferred to Barjora
Superspeciality Hospital.

In school Balaram was friendly to all and sundry and he maintained his
simplicity and catholicity of mind to the end of his life. One cannot recall
any instance when he was hostile to anybody. Such complete lack of ego is a
rare quality with which Balaram was blessed. He developed a complication
during dental extraction and passed away in 2022. He is survived by wife
and son. He will be always fondly remembered by his friends. We are
fortunate that we met him during the Reunion of our batch in 2019.

L
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Obituary

Mahesh Prasad
‘u Singh Samant

1978

Mahesh Prasad Singh Samant hailed from Khandapada, a town in Nayagarh
district of Odisha. Born in 1963, he was a brilliant student from his childhood.
He won the Govt. of India Merit Scholarship from Odisha in 1974 and chose to
study in Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Purulia. When he was asked about his
aim in life during the interview of the said scholarship test, he emphatically told
he would become a farmer and carry out farming using scientific method and
latest technology. That was not a normal answer by a student who was only 11
years then. Yes, Mahesh was never a conventional thinker; We was recognized as
a genius of mathematics amongst his friends at Purulia. He was admitted to the
School in 1974 in class VII and he passed out in 1978 with flying colours.

Then he went on to become a Chartered Accountant and had his own firm
having offices in Jharkhand (Ranchi) and Odisha (Bhubaneswar). On the 17th of
February, 1991 he married Smt Jayesh Nandini and shuttled between Ranchi and
Bhubaneswar for family and work. He always believed that everyone is different
and should find his path on his own. He never imposed any pressure on his two
children, elder son and a younger daughter in choosing their career paths. They
were given full freedom on that account. His son Sawayam Siddha is a cricket
player who is trying his luck in Ranji Trophy and his daughter Pragati Sutrika is a
Chartered Accountant looking after her father’s firm.

Mahesh was a simple, honest and happy-go-lucky guy who had strong faith
in God. He always advised his friends to be patient and enjoy small things and
moments in life. We always admired his depth of understanding of relationships
and life. I had the opportunity to meet Mahesh at Bhubaneswar in 2019.That day,
Mahesh was at his effusive best and I will cherish those moments for life.

Then came the notorious and dreaded Covid-19. Mahesh suffered from the
disease in March 2021 and seemed to have recovered from the same. However,
he had a brain stroke in April 2021 and succumbed to the same on the 10th of
April 2021. In a short span of 58 years, Mahesh lived a life of satisfaction and
completeness. May his soul rest at His lotus feet!
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Obituary

- Surajit Datta

* 1989

1989 batch had to accept a very premature loss of Surajit Datta. A very
shy, humble, and down- to-earth person from Purulia, Surajit joined us at
the 4th standard in 1982. A bright student and sports-lover, Surajit was a
member of the Subhash Platoon. Unfortunately, during his student days he
was diagnosed with a very rare nerve disease, which had affected his lower
limbs, but he did not lose his courage. After passing out from Vidyapith he
had completed his Higher Secondary education and Graduation in Purulia
Town and got engaged in family business successfully.

During the Covid pandemic he was detected with Covid Pneumonia.
After a brief struggle he left us for Ramakrishna Lok in 2020.
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Obituary

" "DsmSandipan
qu Chatterjee
2001

For most of us the fondest memory of Sandipan was when a lanky guy came to
bat, and the next thing we heard was a cracking sound of a huge six. That was our
friend Sandi for us, the Tendulkar of our Vidyapith . A cheerful guy, always sport-
ing a smile, brilliant in studies and even better at sports. He had won numerous
cricket matches for his class and platoon single handedly. Even years after passing
the school, the little boy in Sandi still loved to throw balls out of the park on week-
ends, in-between his busy work schedule.

In early 2019 at the age of 34, Sandi was surely one of the fittest guys amongst
batchmates. So the news of his sudden stage 4 lung cancer came in as a total shock
to all of us. But it was a bigger shock for him as he was an absolute “NON-SMOK-
ER”. It was one of those moments when it felt the world is unfair. By the time he
got to know, cancer had already started spreading to bone, liver and brain along
with his lungs.

Unfortunately Sandi lost both his parents in 2014. All he had was a younger
brother. But in this battle against cancer he was never alone. His childhood friends
from Vidyapith stood by him like his family. Even though there were many who
helped, the story of Sandi is incomplete without mentioning Chakku, his batting
partner from school (AmitabhaChakrabarti of 2001 batch). Just like they played
and fought numerous cricket matches together, Chakku stood by him taking care
throughout his treatment.

Sandi did put on a brave fight with cancer with a smile on his face and left
us on Jan 13,2021. Sandi was the reason why Batch Coordinators of RKMVP was
started, an initiative that connected batches from 1961 to 2019 and on. To save San-
di, not only his classmates but the entire Vidyapith fraternity came together like
never before.
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Obituary

Sagapam
% Romen Singh
2009

Romen Singh was born in Ningthoukhong of Bishnupur District of Manipur on August 23,
1994, to S. Ibochoubi mother was S. Radha Devi. Romen was the fourth child and he had
two elder brothers and an elder sister. Lovingly his family members and local friends used
to call him “Men”.

He came to Vidyapith in Class V in the year 2004. Throughout his Vidyapith life, he was
always kind and jolly to others and was loved and adored by all. He was forever in love with
sports and arts. During Janmastami and annual exhibitions, his contributions in paintings
and artistic activities have been significant every year. He has received the “Best Athlete of
the Year” prize several times. He was a member of the 2008 School football Team which
won the Inter Ramakrishna Mission Football tournament held at RKM, Narendrapur. He
passed the 2009 Madhyamik Examination from Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Purulia
marks securing First Division and good conduct.

He did his Higher Secondary from the Millenium School, Imphal and went on to pursue
Civil Engineering from BVC Engineering College, Odalarevu. Before his untimely demise,
he was working as a Section Officer (as Civil Engineer) in Manipur Industrial Development
Corporation Limited (MANIDCO), Govt. of Manipur. He even used to look after his family
Business with his Father and was successful at it. He was married to Daisy Moirangthem
on the 25th of March 2019.

Romen was a true believer of the teachings and philosophy of Swami Vivekananda.
He was always generous and open handed to his fellow beings. Once we remember, he
celebrated his 23rd Birthday at an Orphan Children’s Home by treating all the kids with
lunch. He was always a part of activities of All Manipur Ramakrishna Mission Alumni.

Unfortunately, just after a month of his marriage, in a tragic incident in which a boat
capsized after a storm in the Mapithel dam in Ukhrul District of Manipur at around 5 pm
of 28th April of 2019, Romen left for his heavenly abode along with his own elder Brother
S. Rajiv and a teenage girl N. Rani of the same locality.
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Photo : Arupananda Mukherjee, 1983
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Gmmco CAT

Reaching Customer Support to New Height
GMMCO LTD. a C. K. Birla Group Company

DISTRIBUTORS FOR
WORLD CLASS CATERPILLAR
EARTHMOVING, MINING EQUIPMENT.

CAT INDUSTRIAL AND MARINE ENGINE

AND DIESEL GENERATING SETS.
Total commitment to the Mining Industry.

GMMCO Limited

“Birla Building”, 11th Floor,
9/1 R.. N. Mukherjee Road,
Kolkata - 700 001

Phone : 033 4086 4101 / 4110, Fax : 033 4086 4105

E-Mail : anuj@gmmcoindia.com / dipak@gmmcoindia.com
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